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others. In having recourse to the former expedient, the rule 
is deference to chronology, so far as is consistent with becom- 
ing attention to such occurrences as must occasionally form 
the exception; and, in adopting the latter, necessarily in the 
absence of the author, the passages selected are those, to whose 
omission, it is presumed, were he present, his judgment and 
feelings would suggest the least objection. 


The list of churches and ministers presented to our readers, 
in an early number of the present year, was the result of 
considerable application and. persevering inquiries; and, while 
it. assumes not exemption from inaccuracy, it will, perhaps, 
be acknowledged to possess a greater degree of correctness 
than such indices ordinarily attain. It having, also, been 
thought desirable that an alphabetical list of the ministers of 
our denomination should be supplied, much time and attention 
have been devoted to procuring the necessary information, that 
it might be prepared and appended to the present volume; 
and, it is hoped, that, with the exception of certain probable 
oversights, which in such av undertaking are scarcely to be 
avoided, it will be found both useful and acceptable. 


Our most cordial acknowledgments are once more presented 
to our brethren, whose stated or occasional efforts have, in 
no inconsiderable degree, sustained the interest imparted by 
our numbers; and they are respectfully and earnestly solicited 
to renew, continue, and multiply their favours, that, in con- 
nexion with the patronage of our numerous readers, and the 
blessing of Him to whom we would humbly consecrate and 
commit all our exertions, the benevolent design of this pub- 
lication may be perpetuated and extended. 
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SALTERS’ Hatt, 


SatTers’ Hall shopel long es- 
teemed one of the most celebrated 
places of worship among the dis-| > 
senters, is situated in Salters’ Hall 
Court, Cannon Street., The. old 
meeting-house was erected in the 
former | part of the reign of King 
William [1f. The original Pres. 
byterian church was gathered in 
the reign of Charles II., but by 
whom isuncertain. The meeting- 
-house at Salters’ Hall being con- 
venient situated, has been fixed 
upon, from time to time, for several 
dJectures of considerable import- 
ance among dissenters. The first 
of. these: was ‘¢ The Merchant’s 
_ Lecture,” being a division of mi- 

misters who.went off from the 
Pinners’ Hall Lecture, disapprov- 
ing of the sentiments:of Dr. Crisp, 
to which their. brethren, who re- 
‘mained. at Pinners’ Hall, gave 
support. -This was in 1694.: An- 
other, a Lord’s day evening lec- 
ture, which was long very popular, 
was established in the reign of 
William-I11., and was continued 
into +the present century. In 
1735; a course of sermons, by the 
most learned and popular minis- 
ters of that day against popery, 
was delivered at Salters’ | Hall, 
which to this day is regarded as 
a valuable work. 

Most dissenters are acquainted 
with the transactions of the fa- 
nious synod at Sulters’? Hall*, in 
the beginning of the last century. 
Arianism had begun to make rapid 


* See Bap: Mag. Vol. xi. p: 1,49, 106. 
Vow Vi. 3d Serics. 


progress in the West of England. 

Several ministers wrote to Lon- 
don for advice; at length, the 
general body of ministers in and 
about London, was convened at 
Salters’ Hall on Feb:19, 1719, but 
disagreeing about subscribing a 
test of orthodoxy, they divided; 

fifty-three were for subscribing a 
test, and fiftr-seven against it. Of 
the latter, many remained stead- 
fastly Trinitarians; but a very 
large minority, at least, became 
decidedly Arians. There is much 
reason to apprehend, that the great 
objection to signing a creed, was 
not the supposed or implied im- 
position of that creed, but a secret 
dislike to the articles it contained. 
i am not aware, however, that 
Salters’ Hall was ever the seat of 
heterodoxy, or had any minister 
not decidedly Trinitarian, till the 
late Rev. Hugh Worthington was 
settled there, who was, most - 
bably, an Arian. Dr. Collyer re- 
marks, ‘* In process of time, a dis- 
agreement occurred as to Calvin- 
ism, and the latter-pastors were 
what was denominated Baxterians, 
the last of thatline only, was under- 
stood to be an Arian.” |. Mr. Wor- 
thington died in 1813; and the 
Rev. Dr. Collyer, still retaining 
his connexion with the church at 
Peckham, became pastor of the 
church at Salters’ Hall on the first 
Lord’s day of Jan. 1814; which 
he relinquished, through indispo- 
sition, in 1825. 

During the labours of the Doctor, 
the former meeting-bots se. was 
taken down, and a new one erected 
at the expense of £2000, But on 
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his resigning, a debt of £800 
was found remaining upon it. 
Several ministers were engaged 
for awhile as supplies; but the 
interest continued declining, till 
at length, in 1827, the place 
was sold by public auction, and 


was bought by individuals of in-| 


fidel principles. .A person of the 
name of Taylor, and his associates, 
entered the newly purchased cha- 
pel with a design to propagate all 
the blasphemies which infidelity 
could suggest. 

This was a day of darkness, re- 
buke, and blasphemy, at Salters’ 
Hall, on which the mind cannot 
dwell without horror. Mercifully 
for the souls of men, the recent 
purchasers were too nearly inso}- 
vent to make good their purchase, 
and infidelity is too spiritless to 
make large advances even in its 
own support; the place was there. 
fore once more on sale. Many 
in the Baptist denomination, had 
long felt an ardent desire to at- 
tempt something for God in the 
city, and now a fair opportunity 
was presented, A truly respect- 
able member of that body stepped 
forward, and at his own risk 
bought the chapel, with a pleas- 
ing hope that his brethren would 
unite their efforts to establish a 
church of Christ. Several consult- 
ations were held, and plans pro. 
posed; the final arrangement was, 
that the place should be re-opened 
for divine worship, and the pulpit 
occupied for twelvemonths by va~- 
rious ministers. A provisional 
committee was formed, which be- 
came responsible for current ex. 
penses, and cheerfully engaged in 
the labour of providing for the 
pulpit. 

On Wednesday, Nov.14, 1827, 
Salters’ Hall was re-opened, when 
three sermons were preached; 
that in the morning by the Rey. 
Isaiah Birt, in the afternoon by 


the Rev. Dr. Collyer, and in the 
evening, by I. Mann. The ser- 
vices were numerously attended, 
and a cheering hope dawned on 
the mind, that God would arise 
and bless Zion. A permanent 
committee was then formed, until 
a church should be constituted, 
composed of members of the Bap- 
tist churches in the neighbour- 
hood, whose minds were not in- 
fluenced by personal considera- 
tions, but an anxious desire to 
extend the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
The Rev. Joseph Kinghorn. A.M. 
occupied the pulpit on the first 
Lord’s day, Nov. 18th, 

It had been suggested, that the 
interests of religion might be more 
efficiently promoted by a constant 
succession of supplies for the pul- 
pit, rather than by a settled pas- 
tor. But on mature thought, 
founded on much previous obser- 
vation, it was determined, under di- 
vine guidance, to obtain, if possible, 
a suitable pastor. At length, the 
attention of the friends was di. 
rected to the Rev, John Eustace 
Giles, who had been previously 


labouring at Haverford-West. 
He had preached for some sab- 
baths at Salters?’ Hall, and 


the hearts of the people were 
united in him: he was informed 
of the warm feelings of attach- 
ment all cherished towards him. 
self for his work’s sake; and the 
hopes entertained, that his settle. 
ment amongst them might be pro- 
ductive of lasting good to many 
souls. After due deliberation 
and much prayer, having also 
consulted many a friendly coun- 
sellor, the desire of the friends 
at Salters’ Hall was seriously en- 
tertained; and he determined, in 
the strength of his Saviour, there 
to publish the tidings of his dying 
love. ~ ks 

But after this proposal was ac. 
cepted, an all-wise God called our 
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beloved brother to pass through a 
very severe affliction; which for 
many weeks, left his friends under 
the most painful apprehension that 
his work was done, Yet he, who 
is rich in mercy, heard prayer 
which was unceasingly offered on 
his behalf; the affliction was re- 
moved, and he was graciously re- 
stored to those sympathizing bre. 
thren,amongstwhom he wassbortly 
to break the bread of life. 

On Thursday, Sept. 9th, 1830, 
a Baptist church was formed at 
Salters’ Hall Chapel, consisting 
of twenty-one members. On this 
occasion, the Rev. Joseph Hughes, 
A. M., of Battersea, delivered a 
very appropriate address, and 
gave the right hand of fellowship 
to those who were united in 
church membership; the Rev. 
Richard Davis; and the Rev. J. B. 
Shenston engaged in prayer. 
Mr. Millard stated the leading 
circumstances which had contri. 
bated to the formation of the 
church ; and their belief. Messrs. 
Low and Bousfield, on behalf of 
the church, presented to the Rev. 
J. E.Giles their unanimous request 
that he would become their pastor; 
to which he made a short reply, 
stating his full acceptance of the 
invitation. On Thursday, Sept. 
16th, Mr. Giles was publicly or. 
dained.* 

It is truly gratifying to be able 
to add to the above brief account, 
that this infant interest is in a 
state of great promise. The cha- 
pel has been very neatly fitted 
up, a commodiovs Baptistery 
has been built within it, which 
has already been repeatedly in 
use; the congregation is good; a 
thriving Sunday school is es- 
tablished; and the talents, and 


* For an aecount of this service see p. 439, 
of eur Magazine for the lastt year. : 


piety of our esteemed brother, and 
fellow-labourer, we doubt not, will 
be fully devoted to the salvation 
of men. A cheering day hag 
dawned upon this place, and we 
trust the prayer of many will be 
answered, whoare saying, ‘* Save 
now, we beseech thee, O Lord; 
O Lord, we heseeeh thee send 
now prosperity ?” 
T. MANN. 


Has A SINNER POWER TO RE- 
TURN To GOD INDEPENDENT 
or Divine OPERATIONS? 

To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


SIR, 

SEVERAL of my friends have lately 
called my attention to what they 
term the new doctrine; that men 
have power to repent and turn to 
God of themselves, uninfluenced 
by the operations of the Holy 
Spirit. 

This has been done in such a 
manner, as almost to oblige me 
to give the subject my deliberate 
and very serious consideration. 

For my views on this point of 
difference and discussion, 1 beg 
a place in your valuable columns ; 
this I do, not with any. degree 
of unkindness towards my breth- 
ren from whom I diifer, nor 
with any design to cast sus. 
picion on their general ortho 
doxy, nor with an idea that I 
canstate even my own sentiments, 
with clearness and force equal to 
many of my friends, who enter- 
tain the same opinion with 
me, on this subject; my first de- 
sign in writing the following obser. 
vations, was to assist myself, and 
I send them to you, in the hope 
that they may assist others, to form 
a scriptural judgment, on what ap. 
pears to me, an important point 
in theology. 

To represent man’s.ability to res 
pent,and turn to God, independent 
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of the operations of the HolySpirit 
as a new doctrine,” must, I con- 
ceive, be through inadvertence. 
« Every natural man,” says Mr. 
Charnock, ‘‘thinks he hath power 
to renew himself and turn to God 
when he will.” There can be but 
little doubt that this independent 
ability of men was fully admitted 
by Pelagius and his disciples in 
ancient times; nor hasitever been 
discarded by the Socinians in any 
period of their history: indeed, 
man’s independent ability to re- 
pent and convert himself, is not 
only consistent with those systems 
of religion that exclude the doc- 
trine of original sin, and the per- 
sonality and operations of the Holy 
Spirit; but this ability isa neces- 
sary and essential part of such 
systems, as without it there would 
not be, there could not be, any 
repentance of sin, and conversion 
to God. The general religious 
system of our brethren, on whose 
views the following strictures are 
made, wholly precludes them from 
pleading for the necessity of unin- 
flaenced human ability to repent, 
and turn to God ; it must be only 
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for its consistency with their gene- 
ral belief, for which they contend. 

But Lam free to acknowledge 
that it isnotthe antiquity or novelty, 
but the trath of any doctrine, that 
constitutes its value and import- 
ance ; and if it be trae, that men 
have power to repent and turn to 
God of themselves,uninfluenced by 
the Holy Spirit, the doctrine ought 
to be received, avowed, and main- 
tained, whatever may be its cir. 
cumstances. It is its truth that I 
question, and on this point alone 
ami at issue with its advocates, 

Yo arrive at a just conclusion 
respecting the erroneousness or 
truth of this doctrine, it may not 
be improper to examine into what 
is implied in repentance for sin, 
and conversion to God; and then 


to return to God, 


into the state of men, in relation 
to these transactions. 

Repentance and turning to God 
take place only under the adminis- 
trations of mercy, which are not in- 
cluded in the regular proceedings 
ofa moral government. In these, 
punishment undeviatingly follows 
transgression, and obedience alone 
obtains favour. But in the gra- 
cious administrations of God, the 
righteous and just governor is mer- 
ciful to unrighteousness, and sins 
and iniquities he remembers no 
more. ‘The gospel exhibits a sys- 
tem of pardon, conducted indeed 
in righteousness, but also in the 
exercise of most sovereign acts of 
grace, In this scheme, whilst 
men are attended by the utmost 
responsibility, their sins have re- 
duced them to a state of entire 
destitution; they neither possess 
the least claim on the divine favour, 
nor can they merit a single bless. 
ing, yet(through a mediator) they 
become the recipients of unspeak- 
able favours, conferred on them 
according to the good pleasure of 
their miuniticent and gracious 
God. Were the Divine Being 
strict to mark iniquity, all trans- 
gressors would endeavour to avoid 
his presence ; but there is forgive. 
ness with Him, and this forms the 
only ground and encouragement 
of the sinner’s return to his of- 
fended God. 

Thus in repentance and con. 
version, men are to be considered 
not merely as moral agents, but 
also as depraved and guilty crea. 
tures, and the Divine Being not 
only as a moral governor, but also 
as the sovereign and most gracious 
dispenser of mercy. Whilst: the 
whole is conducted in righteous- 
ness, it affords the richest display 
of tender mercies and of loving 
kindness. 

_ Repentance for sin, and conver- 
sion to God, imply a change both 
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of heart and life. Nota change 
of conduct, or of sentiment only, 
but also of the disposition and 
frame of the mind :—a radical and 
total change of the heart and life. 
It consists in a conviction of sin, 
as the greatest evil both in its na- 
ture and consequences; deep hu- 
miliation and self-abhorrence, on 
account of it; sorrows which are 
characterized by brokenness. of 
heart, and contrition of spirit; a 
distaste, amounting to utter hatred 
of all iniquity; a forsaking every 
false way, and by faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, with all humility and 
earnestness, seeking an interest in 
the merciful favour of God, and 
an entire conformity to bis will, 
in the ways of his appointment. 
It is holy principle in prevalent 
operation. Faith, hope,and love, 
are as really in exercise in the 
commencement of the religious life, 
if not so eminently,as they are 
in its after stages. By our breth- 
ren on both sides the question, it 
will be allowed that these things 
are essential to genuine repentance 
and turning to God. That men 
have all physical and intellectual 
powers, necessary to repentance 
and conversion, is certain; there 
is no additional faculty of wind 
required. Nor is there, in the 
ministration of the gospel, any 
destitution of the means of re- 
pentance and turning toGod. We 
have all necessary information of 
our depravity, criminality, and 
danger; and of the abounding mer- 
cy of our offended God. ‘The way 
of reconciliation by faith in Christ, 
is plainly laid open before us; ‘‘all 
things are now ready.”” We are 
directed, invited, and besought, in 
a manner most kind and pressing, 
to be reconciled to God. The 
strongest assurances are givea that 
whosoever comes shall in nowise 
be castout. There is no deficiency 
in either the pbysical or intellectual 


powers of men, or in the means of 
divine grace, or in the reasonable- 
ness and excellence of the subject 
itself. In the sinner’s return tu 
God, every thing is involved that. 
is of the first importance to him. 
self, and that is most honorable to 
his Creator, Governor, and Judge. 
Yet men, in their natural state, dis- 
cern not these things of the spirit, 
they are foolishness unto them; 
indeed, they are at such decided 
enmity with God, that their ma- 
lice has never been more excited 
than by his proposals of reconcili- 
ation. They will not come unto 
Him, that they may have life; 
they say unto God, Depart from 
us, for we desire not a knowledge 
of thy ways. ‘A deceived heart 
hath tarned them aside, that they 
cannot deliver their soul, nor say, 
Is there not a lie in my right 
hand ?”? It will be readily con- 
ceded, that men, as transgressors, 
are in a state of entire alienation, 
forfeiture, and exposure; that they 
possess no rights; that all the pre- 
visions of repentance and conver- 
sion are exclusively of the good 
pleasure of God; and that these 
provisions are exhibited in the gos- 
pel, to all men, as the most suita- 
ble, free, and ample. The obstacle, 
then, if not the only one, the great, 
the chiet obstacle, to men’s repent. 
ance and turning to God, is the 
sinfnl frame of their mind, their 
evil disposition, the corrupt state 
of their hearts. ** They do not 
like to retain God in their know- 
ledge.” Whilst this obstacle re- 
mains, reconciliation is hopeless, 
it is impossible; the carna{ mind 
is not subject to the law of God, 
‘neither indeed can be.” To re- 
pent and be reconciled to ,God, 
men must have a different dispo- 
sition, an opposite frame of mind, 
a new heart; they must becote 
“new creatures.” ‘Old things 
niust be passed away, and all things 
b 3 
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must become new.” Without ho- 
Jiness no man can be at one with 
God. Destitute of a holy disposi- 
tion, men cannot possibly hate and 
renounce sin Hor know, or turn to, 
or Jove, or serve the Lord, Light 
and darkness, fire and water, may 
be as easily united, as a’ cor. 
rupt and unrenewed heart, with 
Him ‘“ who is of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity ; in whose sight 
the heavens are not clean, and 
who chargeth his angels with 
folly.” 

But have men power of them. 
selves to effect this change, to re- 
pent and turn to God? 

It is worthy of particular re- 
mark, that with our brethren who 
maintain the aflirmative of this, 
the question is not, do men by their 
own independent exertions repent 
and turn to God? So far are they 
from asserting that men do this of 
themselves, they acknowledge, that 
in every instance of real repent- 
ance and conversion, the change 
in the sinner’s heart and life is 
effected solely by the spirit and 
gracious dispensations of God, 
that ‘‘ without the operations of 
the spirit, no man ever did repent, 
or ever will.” They argue, of 
course, for a power that is inert; 
a latent power, that is never 
brought into action and never 
effects its purpose. But a power 
that is not known by its effects, 
is in its existence of an extremely 
doubtful: nature. Power in_ its 
effects is like a tree known by its 
fruits, A power that never ope- 
rates to the accomplishment of its 
professed end, certainly possesses 
no ciaims to our most respectful 
regard, especially when there is 
another acknowledged power that 
in all instances ‘ is absolutely ne- 
cessary, and certainly effectual.” 

But of what class or nature 
is the power in man for which 
our brethren contend? Not pby- 


sical nor intellectual, any farther 
than it is under the control of 
moral and spiritual power. Nor 
is it the moral and spiritual power 
which is exercised by the regene- 
rate, for which they plead ; but it 
is the moral and spiritual power 
of unregenerate and ungodly, of 
wicked and depraved men to re- 
pent and turn to God, which they 
so earnestly maintain, as affording 
considerations of the first import- 
ance in our religious affairs. 

When we speak of the physical 
powers of men, our attention is 
directed to the construction of 
their animal frames; when of their 
iniellectual powers, to the capacity 
and cultivation of their minds; but 
when we treat of morals, religion, 
and spirituality, we uniformly re. 
fer to the disposition of their 
hearts, It is this that gives the 
moral and religious character to 
persons, to thoughts, desires, 
words, andactions. ‘* A good man, 
out of the good treasure of his 
heart, bringeth forth good things; 
and an evil man, out of the evil 
treasure of his heart, bringeth 
forth evil things.” 

‘Lhe term power, which primarily 
and generally conveys the idea of 
superiority and authority, and fre- 
quently even of dominion, is, in 
my estimation, both improperly 
and unhappily adopted by our 
brethren in this controversy, It 
‘s by repentance and turning to 
God, that we participate of gospel 
blessings; were this participation 
obtained by the pertormance of 
ritual services, L could more 
easily understand them. But as 
the whole transaction is purely 
mental, in which we feel and con. 
fess sins, sorrows, necessities, and 
unworthiness ; and every blessing 
of which we partake is received 
by us on the footing of sovereign 
mercy, it appears to me, that 
shame and confusion of face only 
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belong to us, and that every 
thing, which with any propriety 
can be designated power, belongs 
to God alone. “We are not accus. 
tomed to ascribe power to crimi- 
nals under the sentence of con. 
demnation; nor to culprits, in their 
feelings of remorse and solicita- 
tions for pardon; nor to beggars, 
who are ready to perish; nor to 
the diseased, who are pining away 
under their maladies; yet these 
circumstances of guilt, destitution, 
and wretchedness, are in strict 
accordance with the state and feel- 
ings of repenting sinners when 
returning to their offended and 
just, yetmercifuland gracious,God. 
Power does not, like obligation, 
invariably involve duties; and 
were the obligations of men in 
question, there is not any one to 
whom I would give place, as it 
relates to either number or extent. 
But in my estimate of obligation, 
most certainly, I should not join 
those who wonld erect its standard 
on the ability or power of a dissi- 
pated and fraudulent debtor. I 
should raise it on the rights and 
elaims of his injured and just 
creditor. By his crimes the 
debtor’ might ruin his health, 
waste his property, and debase 
his mind, so as to render himself 
beth unable and indisposed to 
make festitution. But would his 
obligations be annihilated also by 
his “crimes? _ Would not these 
abide in all their force, aggravated 
by wicked violations? Ability is 
generally destroyed by crime, but 
obligations are never cancelled by 
transgression, and they are always 
increased by the manifestations of 
mercy. 

There are instances, in which a 
waut of power exists so far apart 
from criminality, that it excites 
only our sympathy and pity ; but 
in the estimation of God and man 
guilt and censure without excep- 


tion attach to indisposition to eom- 
ply with obligations. 

If, however exceptionable, the 
term power must be employed, 
and that be power without which 
a certain end cannot by any pos- 
sibility be accomplished, and with 
which its accomplishment is abso. 
lutely certain, I hesitate not’ to 
affirm, that men, whilst in a state 
of carnality, which is a state of 
enmity to God, have not power ta 
repent. of their sins, and turn 
themselves to him. ‘They have 
no disposition of heart even to in- 
cline them to it; they are in love 
with iniquity, and are haters of 
God. A heart rightly disposed 
towards the God of holiness, is the 
only thing wanting to men’s re- 
pentance and conversion ; and this 
is of such absolute necessity, that 
the end cannot possibly be accom- 
plished in its absence, and in 
whomsoever it exists, repentance 
and turning to God is invariably 
produced. If I may so express 
myself, the intellectual faculties 
are the material, and the dispo- 
sition of the heart is the impetus 
or power, by which the whole 
machinery is put and kept in 
motion to moral good or evil. 
The means of repentance and 
conversion are either neglected,’ 
abused, or improved, according to 
the frame of the mind : as are the 
dispositions of the heart, such will 
be the tendencies of the life. We 
do not gather grapes of thorns, 
nor figs of thistles; evil trees do 
not bring forth good fruit, nor do 
corrupt fountains send forth pure 
water, Darkness does not pro- 
duce light, nor does water kindle 
fire, but these things may as well 
occur in nature, as in morals and 
religion for those whose: hearts 
are under a sinful bias, to repent 
and turn to God, ‘ The wicked 
will do wickedly, for the fruit of 
the wicked tendeth to sin.” In 
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both instances, the cause and the 
effect are of equal certainty. The 
‘thiopian will change his skin and 
the leopard his spots, when those, 
whose hearts are deceitful above 
all things and desperately wicked, 
shall, by their own independent 
power, repent and turn to God, 
The corrupt heart produces that 
only which is evil. ‘ For from 
within, out of the heart of men, 
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 
fornications, murders, thefts, co- 
vetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blas- 
phemy, pride, foolishness; all 


these things come from within 


and defile the man, Can any hu- 
man power purify such hearts as 
these, or can hearts so vile purify 
themselves? It is the prerogative 
of the Almighty alone, “ to bring 
a clean thing out of an unclean.” 
In either nature or morals, the 
effect will invariably be in accord. 
ance with the cause, ‘The tree 
must be first made good, in order 
to its bearing good fruit. The 
heart must be renewed by the 
Holy Spirit before the sinner will 
enter upon godly consideration, 
and genuine repentance. The 
Lord opened the heart of Lydia, 
and then she attended to, or con- 
sidered, the things which were 
spoken of Paul. 

Both the nature of the case, and 
divine authority assure us, that ex- 
cept aman be born again he can- 
not see the kingdom of God, and 
that the good work is both begun, 
and perfected in us, by God him- 
self. The effects of an evil, or a 
well-disposed mind, are generally 
perceived; and the state of the 
heart,s whence they proceed, is 
as generally condemned or ap- 
proved: but it requires no ordinary 
degree of discrimination even to 
conceive of the power for which 
our brethren contend, a power 
consisting in means, a power which 


by their own confession never has 
been, is not, and never will be, 
successfully exerted. It is a 
power that never demonstrates 
itself in the lives of men, nor is 
once directly stated in the Word of 
God, An inferential and meta- 
physical power, a mere bypothesis, 
may afford very suitable ground 
for the display of reasoning talent; 
but it is not human might or 
power, but that of the Spirit of 
God alone, which in this instance 
is known in experience, and. that 
claims our regards in revelation. 
If, in repentance and conversion,’ 
God does no,more for guilly and 
depraved men, than they have 
power to do for themselves, the 
work must necessarily be of a very 
inferior order, and by no means 
in accordance with the Apostle’s 
representations, who speaks of it 
as the quickening the dead, as a, 
new creation, avd as effected by 
‘‘ the exceeding gredtness of the 
power of God, according to the 
working of his mighty power which 
he wrought in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead.” And 
who says, tn reference to this work, 
that “ God, who commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give 
the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ.” In contemplating*these 
and many other scriptural state- 
ments of the same character, I 
am overwhelmed with asense of 
divine favour, and of human obli- 
gation; and inthe presence of such 
exhibitions of almighty and gra- 
cious energies, | shouid be really 
both ashamed and afraid to assert, 
that sinful and feeble men possess 
power of themselves to repent 
and turn to God, independent of 
the operations of the Holy Spirit. 
Indeed, I could as readily conceive, 
of the guilty making an atonement 
for their transgressions, as for the 


The Observance of ihe Sabbath. 


corrupt in heart creating them- 
selves after the divine image, in 
righteousness and true holiness. 
Both these are of equal obligation 
and necessity in order to our 
restoration ;, and both are effected 
by the wisdom and power of God, 
“according to the exceeding riches 


- of his grace towards us in Christ 


Jesus our Lord. For of him, and 
through him, and to him, are all 


_ things, to whom be glory for ever. 


Amen.” Yours respectfully, 
. SENEX. 


THE OBSERVANCE OF THE 
SABBATH. 

The humble petition of a Journey- 

man Baker, 

To Christian heads of families, 
and ail others whomi it may con- 
cern: 

SHewetH,—That the employ- 
ment in which your petitioner is 
engaged, is-one of great bodily 
labour and fatigue through the 
week, requiring many hours of 
exertion, at a time whem persons 
in general are enjoying the sweets 
of repose, and that, consequently, 
your petitioner stands in especial 
need of the merciful provision of 
the sabbath. 

That your petitioner conceives 
he possesses an immortal soul, of 
equal value with those of his fellow. 
creatures, and which stands in 
equal need. of the instructions and 
consolations of religion. 

That having, as he trusts, been 
made a partaker of divine grace 
through the gospel, he conceives 
it his duty, as it would be his de- 
light, according to his humble 
ability, to extend the knowledge 
of that blessed gospel, by assisting 
in. the work of Sunday-school in- 
struction, and other suitable means 
that might present themselves : in 


addition to this, he would remark, 


that though himself, but an uncon- 
nected individual, many of his 
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fraternity, have rising families, 
whom they would fain instruct in 
sacred knowledyve. 

That from all these privileges 
he is in a great measure excluded, 
by the prevalent practice of fami- 
lies sending their dinners to the 
baker’s oven on the sabbath, by 
which he is necessarily employed 
during thé whole of the morning, 
and leaves his work hot and weary, 
at anghour almost too late for him 
to prepare for attending an after- 
noonservice; consequently, his pri- 
vileges are restricted to the even- 
ing, at which time there is not in all 
places, an opportunity of attend- 
ing public worship. — 

N. B.— No remonstrance is 
here offered on the subject of 
baking rolls or muffins on a Sun- 
day, as that is not practised by 
master bakers who profess any, 
regard for that day of sacred, 
rest; nor are customers for 
these articles to be found among 
the class of persons to whom this 
remonstrance is addressed, viz. 
Christian heads of families. 

Your petitioner humbly requests 
that the premises may be taken 
into your serious and benevolent 
consideration, and that you will 
adopt such measures for his relief, 
and that of his brethren, as to 
your wisdom and equity may seem 
fit and practicable. 

Your petitioner is well aware of 
the pleas urged on behalf of this 
practice. Such as (1), through the 
various engagements, of families 
during the week, and in many 
cases through inability to procure, 
it, Sunday is the only day in 
which the whole family can sit 
down to the enjoyment of a com- 
fortable meal : (2), that by the em- 
ployment of two or three persons 
in attending to a baker’s oven and 
carrying out dinners, the servants, 
or other active persons of thirty 
or forty families, may be set at 
liberty to attend public worship ; 
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(3), that if some families abstain 
from employing the baker on the 
sabbath, others will not, and he 
will therefore, nevertheless, be em- 
ployed: (4), that it is the baker’s 
voluntary act to open his oven on 
that day, and that if he choose to 
make the sacrifice of gain, and 
hazard the offending his customers, 
he is at liberty todoso. ‘To these 
your petitioner begs to reply, (1), 
that most of the arguments*here 
adduced will, with equal force, 
apply to the slave trade, and other 
pursuits of acknowledged impro- 
priety; and that not one of them 
can stand the test of the universal 
Jaw of Christian morality, ‘* What- 
soever ye would that men should 
do unto you, do ye even so unto 
them.” (2), That those families 
who conscientiously abstain from 
employing the baker, will be 
clear of the guilt of those who do 
not; and that it is possible they 
may influence others by their ex- 
ample: (3), that itis worth while 
to attempt the lessening of an evil 
which cannot be wholly suppressed 
—if the number of dinners sent 
to a baker’s oven be reduced one. 
half or one-third, it is possible, 
that of three or four individuals 
hitherto employed, one may be 
dispensed with, and thus at least, 
once in three or four sabbaths, 
each may enjoy the privilege of 
keeping holy the whole day: (4), 
that though master bakers can 
choose whether or not they will 
pursue their calling-on the sab- 
bath, that option can scarcely be 
considered as extending to jour- 
neymen, and certainly not to ap- 
prentices; also that the sacrifice 
required from the consumer, of a 
small gratification of the palate, 
bears a very inadequate propor- 
tion to that required of the baker, 
who, if his customers insist on em- 
ploying him on the sabbath, and 
he refuse to comply with their de- 


mands, hazards the support of 
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himself and family; and, more- 
over, that every dinner withheld 
from the baker’s oven on a sab- 
bath, as it reduces his profit, re- 
duces also his temptation to vio- 
late the law that enjoins him to 
cease ‘* from all manner of work, 
himself, and his man-servant and 
his maid-servant.” 

Should your kind consideration 
restore your Petitioner and _ his 
brethren, to the full exercise and 
enjoyment of their sabbath duties 
and privileges, they will ever pray 
that you also may be made joyful 
in the bouse of prayer, and be 
richly satisfied with the goodness 
of the Lord’s house, even of his 
holy temple. (Signed) 

A JoURNEYMAN BAKER. 


HINTS 


To those who wish not to exclude 
their servants, or public bakers, 
from the full benefit of the 
fourth commandment. 

TuHoseE who sincerely wish to ob. 
serve the sabbath day, must not 
fail to bear in mind throughout 
the Saturday, that “* to-morrow is 
the rest of the holy sabbath of the 
Lord their God.” By this pros. 
pective remembrance,many trifling 
matters will be attended to, which 
would otherwise very unsuitably 
burthen those sacred hours. By 
those accustomed to disregard 
little things, it will scarcely be 
credited, bow much hurry and 
confusion on that hallowed day 
may be avoided, if every thing is 
prepared that can be, and laid just 
at hand for use. 

2. It is desirable to rise on the 
sabbath early; perhaps rather 
earlier than on other mornings, 
that even though there is less to 
be done, that litle may be done 
calmly and quietly, without hurry 
and confusion, and the mind kept 
in atranquil frame even during 
the few necessary occupations in 
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which the hands are engaged ; that 
all may have leisure for private 
duties, and be ready to attend 
public services with punctuality 
and preparation.—N. B. It is a 
disgrace to a Christian family for 
its servant to enter the house of 
God after service has begun, or to 
leave before its concluded. 

3. Where the custom of taking 
cold dinners can be adopted, it is 
unquestionably preferable. Time 
and attention are thereby saved, 
and afternoon drowsiness, a pain- 
ful feeling to a pious hearer, less 
likely to ensue. 

4. Where health or other cir- 
cumstances prohibit confinement 
to acold dinner, many articles of 
home cooking may be prepared 
without any farther attendance 
than first seeing they boil before 
they are left, and making up the 
fire so as to secure their boiling 
for about two hours, which will 
generally include going and return- 
ing from public worship. 

It is not suitable, however, in 
this place, to descend into a detail 
of particulars. Those who have 
been long accustomed to provide 
for a family, will be at no loss as 
to the dishes or modes of prepar- 
ing them, best adapted to promote 
the object intended ; and younger 
housekeepers will do well to avail 
themselves of the instructions of 
more experienced matrons. Letno 
thing be deemed trifling and unim- 
portant, by which any portion of 
that sacred time can be rescued 
from worldly occupations,and con- 
secrated to the devotional and spi- 
ritual purposes for which it was 
given. Let Christians estimate 
those hallowed moments, as the 
miser estimates his money, relin- 
quishing them to the claims of ne- 
cessity only, and with a pious 
reluctance, that will secure the 
smallest fraction from being im. 
providently expended. EC. 
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THe Lost Hour. 
Weeks seal the records, that unroll’d shall be, 
When time shall mingle with eternity ; 
And days laid by in time’s forgotten store, 
Shall rise again, when time shall be no more. 


The last hour of day, tolling,from 
the distant tarret of the village 
spire, came clamouring on the still 
breath of midnight, warning me to 
seek In slumber, the repose I 
needed from disquietude and toil. 
T looked through my window upon 
the luxuriant landscape below, 
and my heart glowed with grati- 
tude to the great Creator who has 
enriched the world with so many 
evidences of his bounty. The 
moon was shedding her beams on 
the branches of an adjacent forest, 
and pouring a flood of rays into 
the placid rivulet, so that it re- 
sembled a stream of transparent 
silver. 

Not a star was visible; but I 
knew they were rolling in glory 
along the firmament. I lingered 
to survey its beauties, and fell into 
a train of thought, composed of 
deep and melancholy reflections. 
[ mused onthe rapid progress of 
time, and on the mad indifference 
of millions who were squandering 
a treasure, which, if employed in 
accordance with the directions of 
the Word of God, might secure a 
crown of glory which cannot fade 
away. Atlength, in the midst of 
my ruminations, sleep closed my 
eyelids. But the powers of mind, 
which cannot rest, sleep, or die, 
grouped a vision to my fancy, of 
which the following is a faithful 
transcript :---1 dreamed that I was 
still awake, pursuing the same 
mournful contemplations, when, 
darting through the air, 1 per- 
ceived a figure of celestial beau- 
ty hastening towards me. He 
touched me, and bade me arise, 
and I should bebold things 
hitherto concealed from man. 1 
shook off mortality, and, following 
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my cherubic guide, commenced 
my adventurous flight. We passed 
with unwearied wing through im- 
mense arcades of gold and azure, 
sometimes giving a hasty glance 
at the glowing lamps by which we 
piloted our way, or casting a pity- 
ing look to earth, beheld it as some 
darkling atom which strays across 
the sun’s refulgent disk. 

We saw Time harnessing fresh 
coursers to his lightning car. We 
advanced with speed ; and at length 
the crystal gates of some stupen- 
dous temple glimmered in the 
light of morning, and L hastily in- 
quired if its golden pillars were 
the outposts of heaven? ‘* No,” 
replied my guide, ‘this is the 
dwelling of the recording angel, 
and hither come the days, and 
hours, to give in their faithful and 
unvarnished evidence.” As he 
spake, the lustrous gate flew back, 
and we entered where the archives 
of time were stored, to witness to 
the judgments of eternity. On 
arock of adamant rested the im- 
mense volume, graven with strange 
and mysterious characters, A 
majestic seraph was seated near, 
holding in his hand an immortal 
pen, and waiting to commence his 
unwearied task. At the far end 
was another gate, which opened 
on a long and shadowy archway ; 
the light was subdued and broken, 
and a feeble murmur occasionally 
echoed through the dreary vault. 
I was informed it was thence that 
the days and hours past on, to 
await the summon of the arch. 
angel’s trumpet, when its resistless 
sound shall call the quick and 
dead to doom. As we were 
speaking, the first hour passed 
slowly in; his wings were laden 
with the morning prayer of the 
devoted Christian, the impreca- 
tions of the spendthrift, the etch- 
ings of aggrandisement, and the 
broken lyre of hope delayed, 
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The second hour rose, bearing the 
sighs of the mourner, the tear of 
the orphan, the cause of the out- 
cast, and the complaints of all. 
The third and fourth also hastened 
up, bearing an equal portion of 
witness to the selfishness, avarice, 
and hypocrisy of buman nature. 
The fifth hour came smiling in, for 
he had trophies of rich value; they 
were the prayer of youth by the 
dying bed of want and pain, and 
the departing blessing of age in 
return for kind attentions. The 
sixth hour darted rapidly in, for 
he brought the first tear of peni- 
tence from a sinner’s eye, and the 
first petition for pardon from a 
contrite spirit. But the seventh 
came not; and though the eighth 
arrived with important intelligence, 
he knew nought of his elder 
brother. The ninth came in 
trembling with the weight of sin, 
anguish, and despair ; though sup- 
ported in bis distress by the holy 
pleasures of the Christian’s evening 
hour of worship and devotion. 
The tenth and eleventh divided the 
spoils of dissipation and the revel- 
lings of folly ; and the twelfih 
came in flushed with victory, he 
bad the youthful bloom of the vota- 
ries of fashion—withering beneath 
the breath of midnight intempe- 
rance and riot. With him came 
up day, and as he stopped to 
glance over the barren leaf, the 
seraph inquired why the seventh 
hour lingered on his flight; day 
staggered back as he cried, with 
anguish and dismay, “IT IS 
LOST—LOST.” Tue piercing 
sound echoed through the mighty 
void, mingling with the exulting 
shouts of the spirits of the damned; 
the pealing hallelujabs of the 
distant heaven hung hymnless for 
a while on the golden harps, dis- 
turbed by the discordant mur. 
murs,—and the recording angel 
wrapt his golden wings about his 
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head as he dropt a bright and un- 
availing tear across his burning 
cheek! when I awoke from the 
visions of fancy to reflect on the 
moral they suggested. Reader, 
how many hours in the past year 
are for ever lost to you? Shall 
hell rejoice, and heaven weep, 
while you remain heedless of the 
value and importance of the great 
and unredeemable blessing of time? 
Look back on the past year, bid 
memory recall its forgotten re- 
cords, sift the gold of principle 
and piety from the glitter of dis- 
play and ostentation. O sur. 
render every feeling and desire to 
the influence of the Gospel of 
Christ, let pure religion engage 
your affections, and then, revolving 
years will brightly weave the gar- 
ments of immortality, and gem 
with imperishable jewelsthe crown 
of endless life. For it is piety 
alone that gives a halo to thegloom 
of sorrow, light in the darkness of 
despair, at which kindles the 
illustrious beacons that direct to 
the delicious heights of eternity, 
R.S. 
Summer Hill, 


THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 
YEAR 1831. 
THE appropriation ot the present 
season to originate or sirengthen 
pious determination, is highly im- 
portant. No consciousness, how- 
ever humiliating, of past failure, 
‘or even existing imbecility, should 
deter us from renewed endeavour. 
Our previous rashness and negli- 
gence may impressively suggest 
the necessity of increased caution 
and diffidence, but must not be 
allowed to operate discouragement 
to exertions conducted with more 
deference to ‘S the wisdom which 
is from above,” and greater reli- 
ance on the power which is given 
to * them who have no might.” 
In beginning another year, there- 
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fore, is it not incumbent? upon us 
conscientiously to determine that 
we will seck a higher improvement 
of the means and opportunities 
with which we are yet entrusted ? 
Let us consider whether we can- 
not avail ourselves of the benefit 
of private devotion to more effect, 
and greaterextent, than heretofore. 
How exceedingly desirable it is, 
for instance, that in reading, medi- 
tation, and prayer, we should be 
more enlarged, spiritual, and im- 
portunate; that our perception of 
the great principles of revelation 
may be more distinct and compre- 
hensive ; that our attachment to 
them may be more ardent and 
abiding; and that our confidence 
may be implicit and immovable. 
In our efforts to attain these ob- 
jects, it will be indispensable dili- 
gently to watch against a hasty, 
desultory, and formal manner of 
attending upon the duties of re- 
tirement; and equally essential to 
solicit the copious and continued 
effusion of divine influence. Every 
thing is beautiful.in its season ; it 
we visit the closet with advantage, 
the family will participate in the 
benefit; as the personal interest 
we experience in the things above 
deepens and widens our solicitude, 
especially for those dear friends 
to whom we are nearly related, 
becomes earnest and affectionate, 
That which we have heard and 
seen, and handled, we shall pro- 
pose, and commend, and urge; 
and, as we estimate the Importance 
of success, we must be patient, cir- 
cumspect, and exemplary. We 
are also concerned that our deter. 
mination should embrace a more 
punctual, uniform, and serious at- 
tendance upon the public exercises 
of religion. We will endeavour 
to render excuses for our absence 
entirely unnecessary. We will 
accept of no invitations, and make 
no avoidable engagements, which 
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may interfere with the hours of 
sanctuary service. Our vacant 
seat shall not be a matter of choice 
to ourselves, an occasion of un- 
easiness to the minister of God, a 
cause of discouragement to our 
fellow-worshippers, nor a source 
of future affliction to our own 
minds. While our hope of accept- 
ance with God rests exclusively 
upon the sacrifice and obedience 
of Jesus Christ, we would aim to 
maintain such a conscientious re- 
gard to his ordinances, that when. 
ever it may be expedient for us to 
say, ** Lord, I have loved the ha- 
bitation of thy house,’ our since- 
rity may be above suspicion. In 
the fear of God, we resolve more 
effectually to redeem the pledge 
which we solemnly and volun. 
tarily gave when we were ad- 
mitted to the fellowship of the 
saints; and thus humbly and grate- 
fully acknowledge the immense 
obligations under which we have 
been mercifully brought by the 
instructions we have received, and 
the benefits we anticipate. As 


» we are now entering upon a new 


é 
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period, let it be consecrated by 
steady and persevering opposition 
to sin, in whatever form it may 
intrude itself upon our observa- 
tion. Let every lawful weapon, 
every approved method of attack 
and defence, and every exertion 
of skill and fortitude be vigorously 
employed in the Christian con- 
flict, and victory will no longer 
continue doubtful. The enemy is 
potent, implacable, and deeply 
versed in all the arts of bostility. 
Of all that malice can contrive, 
that treachery can effect, and that 
perseverance can accomplish, he 
is capable. No intermission of 
watchfulness on our part escapes 
his notice, no diminution of resist- 
ance eludes his vigilance, and no 
vulnerable point in the whole eco- 
nomy of our Christian tactics, but 


The Commencement of the Year 1831. 


is obvious to his penetration, His 
stratagems are diverse, his efforts 
are unwearied, and his emissaries 
innumerable; yet, after all, * they 
that be with us are more than they 
that be with them.” ‘* If God be 
for us who can be against us?” 
Let there be no parley with tempt- 
ation, no truce with depravity, 
no tampering with truth, and no 
surrender of conscience; let us 
gird on the armour of righteous- 
ness, take the sword of the spirit, 
and be strong in the grace which is 
in Christ Jesus. Thus let us stand 
firmly, pray fervently, and wait pa- 
tiently ; and the Lord shall bruise 
Satan under our feet shortly. 

We would embrace the present 
season, to excite in ourselves and 
others a more generous sympathy, 
and a more elfective compassion 
towards those of our fellow-im- 
mortals who appear, on every 
hand, to be sinking beneath the 
pressure of moral misery, and 
spiritual degradation, either by in- 
dividual exertion, or united endea- 
vour, or rather, by such a combi- 
nation of both, as circumstances 
may suggest; let this year be sig. 
nalised by a movement of holy 
benevolence in favour of those 
who yet remain ‘ ignorant and 
out of the way,” so varied, ex- 
tended, and simultaneous, as shall 
greatly surpass any previous ex- 
ample recorded in the annals of 
human instrumentality. Our ob- 
ligations to engage in these ser. 
vices ‘* grow with our growth, 
and strengthen with our strength ;” 
while multiplying facilities are cone 
tinually offering additional in- 
dacements to pursue the glorious 
undertaking. Lf, in this depart- 
-ment of benevolent effort, which 
can only be very partially occu. 
pied by official agency, every 
pious individual were immediately 
to commence active and ener- 
gelic enterprize, in the various 
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circles, whether confined or en. 
larged, of which they providen- 
tially form the centre, who can 
possibly calculate, in connexion 
with the divine blessing, on the 
gratifying results which may 
crown the present year, 

And, finally, in this renewed 
annual division of our time, let us, 
in the fear of God, resolve to sur- 
render ourselves more unreserved- 
ly than ever to the divine disposal ; 
that we may be in habitual prepa- 
ration for events, which in this 
world, so often suddenly and un- 
expectedly occur, Resignation, 
although it be a sacrifice highly 
acceptable to the Divine Being, 
and often to be repeated, is never- 
theless one whose presentation is 
frequently attended with extreme 
difficulty. It is a service requir. 
ing the influence of an assemblage 
of graces rather than the exercise 
of a single virtue. It consists, 
not so much in external actions, 
as in that state of heart which im- 
plies an entire willingness to be, 


to do, and to suffer, whatever the 
sovereign pleasure of unerring 
wisdom and ‘goodness may de- 
mand ; and this, too, in numerous 
instances, where human reason 
with its atitiost penetration fails to 
discover why such a course is 
prescribed. Perhaps, however, 
Christian submission, under such 
circunistances, is more intimately 
connected with the honour of God 
and the happiness of man than 
under any other in the present 
state. In pursuing this reflection, 
it ought not to be forgotten that 
before this year terminates we 
may be summoned to yield up our 
spirits to him who gave them; a 
thought surely of sufficient solem- 
nity and importance to induce 
certain inquiries, in relation to 
this momentous occurrence, on 
satisfactory replies to which so 
much may depend, as to the com. 
posure, cheerfulness, and espe- 
cially triumph, which may accom- 
pany this concluding exercise of 
pious resignation. 


POETRY. 


THE CARE OF PROVIDENCE. 


‘Consider the lilies how they grow,” &c-—Matt. vi. 28. 


ConsipEr how the lilies grow, 
Without or toil or care; 

Yet, richly clothed, spontaneous blow, 
In beauty soft and fair. 


And though unshelter’d and alone, 
Exposed to every breeze, 

No monarch on his. glitt’ring throne, 
Is clad like one of these. 


If our Almighty-Father thus 
Arrays a little flower, 

He surely will provide for us 
Through every passing hour. 


Then let the things of earth no more 
Abstract us from his love ; 
But let our ardent wishes soar, 
To his pure reign above. 
G. L. 
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REVIEWS ano BRIEF NOTICES. 


The Law of the Sabbath, Religious and 
Political. By Jostan Conner. Lon- 
don, 1830. 

Tue extensive profanation of the Sabbath, 

especially by the highest and lowest clas- 

ses of society, has long been a subject of 
remark and complaint, among all denomi- 
nations of Christians. There is not a single 

‘outlet from the metropolis, which does not 

exhibit lamentable proofs of the fact, to 

the great annoyance of all the pious part of 
the community ; and, notwithstanding the 
general cessation of the ordinary business 
of life, there is scarcely a street, much less 
a passage or court, in which impiety does 
not sit enthroned, and religion suffer out- 
rage and contempt. The evil which is so 
notorious to the most casual observer, is 
presented to our view in still more appal- 
ing forms,in the statements of the Christian 

InstructionSociety ; by the light of whose 

discoveries, we have been enabled to pene- 

trate the abodes of vice, and detect the 
mysteries of iniquity. 

The friends and supporters of the insti- 
tution to which we have just referred, 
convened a public meeting, several months 
ago, for the express purpose of awakening 
amore serious attention to this subject, 
than had been hertofore excited ; and to 
frame and publish a series of resolutions, 
which might be calculated to check the 
progress of this deplorable desecration of 
‘the sacred day. The resolutions passed at 
that meeting, which was numerously and 
respectably attended, were chiefly, and, as 
we think, wisely, of a declarative nature : 
leaving altogether untouched the question 
whether it became the magistrates to inter- 
fere, for the enforcement of its obligations 
and duties. But in the course of the dis- 
cussions which arose upon the occasion 
some differences of opinion were hinted 
upon this point, though for obvious rea- 
sons, they were not prominently exhibited, 
or, on either side, strongly urged upon the 
notice of a promiscuous multitude. These 
differences, however, haye subsequently 


been made the topic of conversation, and 
the fact assumed in the pamphlet that 
‘public opinion is unsettled on the subject 
of the sabbath,” we believe to be perfectly 
correct. It is vot, however, with regard 
to the general obligations under which 
we are laid to observe the sabbath, 
nor with regard to the manner in which, in 
private and in public, those obligations are 
to be discharged, that diversity of senti- 
ment obtains; but on the question which 
is the last of the three here brought under 
investigation, ‘Ought its observance to 
be enforced by legislative sanctions? If 
so, for what purpose, on what principle, 
and to what extent?” The propriety and 
necessity of legis!ative enforcement is here 
strenuously maintained. We shall restrict 
our remarks accordingly to this branch of 
the inquiry, as it is the only part from 
which we should dissent. 

The author commences his argument by 
stating, that although the civil govern- 
ment cannot compel men to be religious, 
it can and ought to protect them in the 
exercise of their religion. ‘* Government 
cannot,” he says, justly, “ordain that every 
person should exercise himself on the 
Lord’s day in the duties of piety and true 
religion, it is their bounden and sacred 
duty to provide that all and every person 
or persons should, on the Lord’s day, have 
the liberty, means, and opportunity, of ap- 
plying themselves to the observation of 
the day by so exercising themselves in the 
duties of religion.” In this we are agreed ; 
recollecting that it is not merely with re- 
gard to the Sabbath, but every other insti- 
tution or practise in which the community, 
or any part of it should be agreed, that 
a similar protection ought to be afforded. 
The design ofestablishing governmentis not 
to infringe upon thie Jiberties of the subjects, 
but to protect them, and to protect them to 
the utmost even in their conscientious 
scruples, or itmay be absurdities, so long 
as they do not interfere with the public 
good. Simple protection in the observance 
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of any religious institution, or providing, 
if it be in their power, the opportunity is 
a legitimate exercise of authority. But 
let it be remembered, that this considera- 
tion applies to all classes, and all kinds or 
orders of faith, to which the same protec- 
tion ought, unquestionably, to be afforded 
The observer of the Lord’s day, ought 
to be no more and no less protected in the 
exercise of his religion, than the Jew, in the 
exercise of his worship, or the Sabbatarian 
Christian in the recuguition and observance 
of theseventh day asa sacred appointment ; 
that is to say, as a member of the state or 
general community, neither the one nor 
the other ought to be interfered with, as to 
his conscientious services, be they right or 
wrong, in the estimation of the ruling 
powers, while those services do not aflect 
the well-being or interests of society in 
general. Around all, it is the duty of the 
civil power tv throw its protecting zgis. 
But in what manner is this simple and ad- 
missible principle illustrated or expounded? 
Let us hear— 


“ The fact is, that some public law relating 
to the Sabbath there must be, if it is to be 
observed at all. The Lord’s day must either 
be publicly recognised as the law of the land, 
and enforced as such, by the suspension of all 
the legislative and judicial functions of govern- 
ment, and the ordinary transactions of trade 
and commerce; or it must be formally 
abolished, by letting the whole business of 
administration, law, and trade, proceed as 
usual. It may be a question how far the re- 
strietions of the law should extend: but it 
can be no question, whether the public ob- 
servance of the Sabbath is the proper subject of 
legislative interference, seeing that the repeal 
of all restrictions would be tantamount to a 
positive decision, that the Sabbath should not 
be observed.” 


_ How does it appear that. there must be a 
public law respecting the Sabbath, or it 
cannot ie observed at all? What is meant 
by the observance of the Sabbath? is it 
to be viewed as a political, or religious in- 
stitution? Is an outward conformity to its 
appointed services “keeping holy the 
Sabbath day ;” or does a real observance 
of it imply a voluntary and spiritual conse- 
cration of heart to the worship of God: Is 
it, in a word, to be viewed as a national 
rite, or a moral and religious duty? The 
author contends in the preceding section, 
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and very justly, for the latter, and quote 
with approbation the language of Dwight 
—*the Sabbath is the great means of pre- 
serving in the world the knowledge and 
the worship of the one living and true 
God. Wherever the Sabbath is not, there 
is no worship : man forgets God, and God 
forsakes man.” Both Dr. Dwight and the 
author are no doubt agreed with us, that 
mere external worship is no worship, but a 
solemn mockery ; and that the enforcement 
of that service cannot be an enforcement 
of any thing acceptable to-God, who ac- 
knowledges nothing as worship which does 
not involve a personal, voluntary, and 
spiritual obedience ; while the enforcement 
of that internal religion, by legislative en- 
actments, is, in fact, impossible. We can- 
not, therefure, divest his language of 
positive absurdity, or self contradiction, 
upon his own avowed principles, when he 
affirms, that without a public Jaw, the 
Sabbath cannot be observed at all. On 
the contrary, the law, it is evident, carmot 
enforce it, for it cannot compel conviction, 
it cannot enlighten conscience, it cannot 
sanctifytheaffections. The Sabbath does not 
consistin external services; ifso, legislation, 
which necessarily ceases with what is ex- 
ternal, cannot enforce the observance of the 


Sabbath, which is essentially the spiritual 


worship of God on the day of his own ap-. 
pointment. The argument is reiterated 
by stating, that, unless the Lord’s day b>» 
recognised as the law of the land, it must 
be formally abolished; and that the re- 
moval of restrictions would be tantamount 
to a positive decision that the Sabbath 
‘should not be observed. Suppose, then, 
that the Lord’s day were not recognised 
as the Jaw of the land, and restrictions, 
which now affect the legislative and judicial 
functions of government, and the proceed- 
ings of commerce, were removed, would it 
become impossible for Christians to assem - 
ble for the purposes of holy worship ? Could 
they no longerserveGod unitedly, and with 
simplicity of spirit? Would there be any 
thing to prevent theirdevoting the day to 
God? Is legislation necessary to piety ? 
Was there no Sabbath in Judea, when, in 
apostolic times, the country was under 
Roman jurisdiction? Was it then found 
that the edicts of emperors were essential 
toenable the primitive disciples to meet 
Cc 
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together on the first day ofthe week to com- 
memorate the resurrection of their Lord? 
or, rather, was not the Sabbath, as all the 
appointments of the Christian religion, ob- 
served in defiance of the world’s reproaches 
and hostility, and has not this mode of 
attempting to promote religion, namely, 
establishing it externally, notoriously 
failed in every age, and become the very 
instrument of fostering the worst concep- 
tions of Christianity. 

But, says our author, adhering to his 
national, and, as we think, anti-dissenting 
views, *‘ the people of this country are in 
possession of the Sabbath as their birth- 
right; a boon, originally bestowed by their 
Creator, ratified by the law of their 
Christianity, and confirmed to them by pre- 
scriptive right and statute law.’ We can- 
not understand what is meant by the Sab- 
bath being a birth-right of the people of 
this country ; at least, in any other sense 
than that the Bible is their birth-right ; 
or any of its institutions. But,in the same 
sense, it is the birth-right of every other 
country; that is, whether they enjoy it or 
not, they are born with the right to do so; 
nay, it is, in fact, their duty: the truth 
is, the term is altogether inapplicable. 
Admitting it is a boon bestowed by the 
Creator, and ratified by Christianity, what 
has prescriptive right and statute law to 
(lo with it? I ask them’ not to give me 
over again what God has given me, I 
require them not to insist that I should 
value this boon, oraccept it. If I receive 
it at their hands, I receive it not from God, 
the giver; and J dishonour his goodness and 
disparage his authority. Let not man 
interfere about it. The affair is betwéen 
God and my own soul. I receive it, or not, 
from him. To man | am not responsible 
if I despise it; if 1 honour and keep it, I 
ask not his commendation. He may en- 
force ceremonies, but he cannot, if he 
would, compel me really to keep the Sab- 
bath; he can only campel me +o be a 
formalist, or a hypocrite. 

We are perfecily aware that the plea is, 
that there can be no infringement on the 
rights of conscience, inasmuch as persofis 
are left to observe the day religiously or 
not, as they choose ; and it is here stated 
that government “tolerates their irreligion 
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up to the point at which it would interfere 
with the religion of their neighbours ; and 
then it does deal with them penallyfor being 
irreligious.” Now we inquire, in the first 
place, who is assumed to be the judge, as 
to the point of interference, or the fact 
when it actually takes place? The magis- 
trate, of course ; that is to say, the govern- 
ment: The magistrate is to determine on 
a point of religion: why, he is to determine 
what is and what is not re’igion. The 
magistrate or government may, upon this 
principle, determine, and, indeed, actually 
does, what is to be the religion of the 
coubtry ; and the point at which persons 
may be deemed to interfere with that re- 
ligion, may be determined according to the 
opinions or caprice of any existing form or 
prejudices ofgovernmentat the time. If that 
government has the right to judge, then it 
may lawfully determine that the holding of 
what it may be pleased tocall conventicles, 
the singing of psalms ina private house, 
or at what it may choose to call uncanoni- 
cal hours, may be an act to be punished 
by law. And no doubt, even in these en- 
lightened times, many a rector or viéar of 
thechurch would deem such an annoyance, 
if he had the power, worthy of his inter- 
ference. Perchance, however, we might 
differ from him, and from many others, 
and think, for instance, that the noisy rattle 
of bellson the Sunday montiing, was a 
much nearer approximation to the point 
in question ; that is, to the point of direct 
interference with the religion of their 
néighbours, than—howeyver deplorable the 
conduct on other grounds—the opening of 
a shop, or the driving of a carriage. Per- 
chance, also, we might entertain stmilar 
thoughts with regard to the Sunday 
dinner-parties, card-parties, music-parties, 
or other violations of the sacred day by the 
great; as well as their morning recreations 
in the park after the formality of attend- 
ing at church. It is obvious that there 
would and must exist, endless diversities 
of opinion as to the point of admissible 
interference, creating numberless practical 
difficulties, a circumstance which might 
naturally induce the inquiry, whether any 
interference at all on the part of the magis- 
trate were allowable. In fact, we have 
no hesitation in maintaining, that there is 
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no point at which the civil power is autho- 
rized to interpose for the punishment of 
men on account of their irreligion. 

Let us, however, give those who advo- 
cate opposite doctrines, the full benefit of 
their own explanations. They say, in the 
words of the present writer, government 
‘does not deal with them penally for 
being irreligious, but simply restrains them 
from breaking a salutary, social compact, 
ratified by the state for the general be- 
nefit of the community.” Here we have 
a glimpse of the lurking sophism that lies 
at the bottom of all the reasonings which 
have been attempted on this subject. 
Does the observance of the Sabbath rest 
apon the ground of a social compact, or 
the authority of the supreme ruler? The 
answer is obvious. But then, it is alleged, 
that the social compact relates to the 
political part of the institution, and that 
the government is called upon to enforce 
desistance from all secular employments. 
If the Sabbath be a political institution, 
this ground ofargument might be tenable. 
If it be of a mixed character, partly po- 
litical, and partly religious, and that the 
political part of its administration devolves 
upon the magistrate by the divine appoint- 
ment, some appeal might be made to the 
social compact as needful to enforce a 
political Sabbath. But we ask, is there 
any thing in the New Testament to sanc- 
tion such a sentiment? Did the apostles 
appeal to the public authorities to enable 
them quietly to celebrate the resurrection 
of Christ on the first day of the week, or 
did they, presuming that such an appeal 
would have been impossible at the time, 
lay it down as a principle that govern- 
ment ought to enforce any religious ob- 
servance by penal sanctions. For, call it 
what you will,—a social compact, a poli- 
tical arrangement, or the support of the 
state, it is an interference, by a power out 
of the church, with an institution that 
belongs to it. If, to take even our oppo- 
nent’s view of the case, persons are to be 
forcibly restrained from doing their own 
work on the Sabbath, then they are re- 


strained upona religious account, and te” 


support an institution of religion, or that 
part of it which is religious; that is, whe- 
ther primarily or secondarily, whether 
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Sabbath, or collaterally as to the political 
part of it, the end of legal interference is 
to compel an observance of a religious 
rite. But, without combating this point 
further, we demand what just reason is 
there for concluding that the Sabbath pos- 
sesses this mixed character; that it is 
partly political, and partly moral. Men 
are required to keep holy the Sabbath ; 
to rest from their labours, as God rested 
from his; to observe the Lord’s day, under 
the present dispensation, as a day, so far 
as all the evidence goes, entirely and abso- 
lutely religious. The res¢, proclaimed is 
clearly in order to the spiritual observance 
of the day. Desistance from ordinary oc- 
cupation is essential to the consecration of 
this portion of time to the service of God ; 
without it, we could not assemble, or keep 
the Christian Sabbath. But this rest is 
enjoined as the necessary means of spiritual 
worship; not as any thing political, or 
terminating in mere worldly objects. A 
man might rest from all his common la- 
bours, but keep no sabbath ; the thing re- 
quired is rest, in order to religious duties, 
and therefore the enforcement of this rest 
on this specific day, is the enforcement of 
a religious act by statute law; and the 
right of themagistrate must be determined 
not upon this particular instance, but 
upon the general consideration, of which 
this is only a part, of the authority of the 
civil magistrate in matters of religion. 

Let us now suppose, that instead of the 
first day of the week, the government, or 
the nation, if you please, were of opinion, 
that the seventh was the Sabbath, which it 
was incumbent upon Christians to observe. 
The same general principle would sanction 
their inflicting of punishment upon all 
who did not regard it. A sabbatarian 
government might, of course, on the ground 
of the “ salutary social compact,” fine, 
and fine more severely than is at present 
done, as our author would have it, and 
even imprison, those persons who drove 
waggons, carts, or coaches, or pursued 
their trade, or kept open shops, on the 
Saturday. By the “social compact,” we 
presume, is meant the implied compact of 
the majority, confirmed and enforced by 
the legislative enactments of the rulers. 
If the government of this country, then, 


immediately as to the religious part of the | were to become convinced, as many have 
: | 
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thought, that the Sabbath of the creation 
was Saturday, and the only Sabbath to be 
observed; no doubt, the majority, who are 
always subservient to the dictates of that 
“ monstrum horrendum informe,” called 
church and state, would soon be of the 
same sentiment, and estalish a new social 
compact founded upon the sabbatarian 
scheme. What would be the result? 
Christians, who now religiously observe the 
first day of the week, must be fined or 
imprisoned if they did not suspend their 
traffic, and shuttheir shops, on the Satur- 
day; that is, the legislature would be 
authorized to do all in its power to com- 
pel the observance of Saturday as a Sab- 
ath. On the other hand, it would sanc- 
tion the noise, and bustle, and business, 
the annoyance of every kind that would 
arise from their violation, and the public 
violation of the Sabbath of the Bible. 
Thus the Sabbath, which we believe not to 
have divine- authority, would be legally 
enforced, cit the Sabbath which is of 
divine authority, would be legally, that is, 
legislatively violated. Would this be 
right? Yes, our opponents must neces- 
sarily reply, or abandon their positions ; 
because of the social compact, which 
would be “ratified by the state,” and 
because our irreligions that is, non-ob- 
servance of the Saturday, could only be 
tolerated, “up to the point at which it 
would interfere with the religion of our 
neighbours,” that is, so soon as we opened 
a shop, or droyea cart. Would you ad- 
mit, then, say they, all kinds of disorders 
on the Sabbath day? Certainly not. Per- 
sons are amenable to the general laws on 
the Sabbath, as well as on other days, En- 
force order, but let religion alone. 

It has been further represented, that 
when the outward observance of the Sab- 
bath constitutes part of the law of the 
land, one person ought not to suffer dis- 
advantage on account of the obsery- 
ance of the Sabbath through his neigh- 
bour’s irreligion. If the infidel or impious 
man keeps open his shop, and the Christian 
closes his, the former may benefit essen- 
tially by his neighbour’s piety, and his 
own crime, while the latter suffers great 
loss. All, therefure, ought to be placed on 
an equal footing, all required to give up 
their trade for the day. To this we can 
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only say, that however deeply we may 
regret the circumstances, it be an 
available argument in ‘avo 

ference of the magistrate, if th 
rence be improper on other 
grounds. As the illegality (lo 
grounds) of such interference 
we trust, successfully shewn, it only re- 
mains that we should admonish the con- 
sistently-pious individual to persevere in 
his consistency, patiently to suffer for 
Christ’s sake; in a word, tombe, as thou- 
sands have nobly been before him, as far 
as circumstances and conscience require, 
a martyr to his principles. 


, 


The Substance of a Speech on Negro Sla- 
very, delivered at the Rev. Mr. Barker's 
Chapel, HighStreet, Deptford, On Tues- 
day Evening, 2nd November, \830, (the 
Rev. J. T. Barker in the a: By 
B.C. Cuatiis, one of the clurers at 
the Western Literary and Scientific In- 
stitution, Leicester Squtre, London. 
Deptford, pp. 28. Warcup, &e, 

Mr.CuAauts comes forward on the present 
occasion,—to use hisown language,—‘¢ asa 
determined, an inflexible, an uncompro- 
mising enemy to Negro Slavery.” We 
earmestly hope, that the seasonin which 
such addresses to a British public shall be 
necessary, is drawing to a close ; but, so 
long as the horrid system continues, we 
are glad to see its injustice and cruelty ex- 
posed by men, whose personal knowiedge 
and moral sensibilities have qualified them 
to bear swift witness against it. For how 
melancholy is the fact,—and yet, alas! 
how common,—thbat familiarity with an 
evil of the grossest kind, renders the mind 
insensible to its enormity. Not so, how- 
ever, with our author. By the following 
passage will be seen both his means of 
information, and the convictions and feel- 
ings in which his knowledge has resulted. 


“¢ It may not beimproper tostate to you, that 

I have been through the whole of the. West 
India colonies-—to every place of importance 
in each colony—to a great many public meet- 
ings—and onagreat many estates :—being en- 
ie in a legal and political inquiry, it form- 
ed part of my duty to watch the legislative 
and judicial proceedings of the colonists : and 
when any opportunity arose, I never failed to 
inform myself of the real condition—the real 
feelings of the slave, and to consider the most 
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rational and pea methods of-emancipating 
them. With these advantages,’ I feel that 
~what I now undertake is a duty——as an En- 
glishman, and’above all as a Christian, I feel 
forward and plead the cause of 
who have no government but that 
whose blood and muscles, have 
ome articles of tradé and OF profit, as 
those of the horse ;—not being subjects, they 
have no king to whom they can direct ‘their 
eries—not being free, they have none to whom 
they can make known their misery :—by 
their mastery, , persecuted, and badly 
fed—and by t egislature of the land, of 
their captivity, treated as, goods and chattels 
—they look in vain for that assistance, which 
would restore them to that place in society, 
for which nature had intended them. 

“Tt behoves us, therefore, to step forward in 
their behalf, if it be only to shew, that Eng- 
land and Englishmen, will no longer be iden- 
tified with West India slavery ;—if it be only 
to obliterate that foul blot, which has so long 
been a stain upon this country ;—it behoves 
us, as the Subjects of a munificent monarch— 
as a great and free nation, to extend liberty 
to all the sons and daughters, whether black 
or white, of the West India settlements :— 
and I may say, it is a duty that we owe to 
ourselyes—to our own feelings—to the claims 
of pity—and the still more imperative claims 
of Justice—to the loud call of ‘nature, of 
wisdom, of virtue—to the call of religion, 
and of God!—to proclaim, that liberty, the 
birth-right of Englishmen, shall henceforth, 
and for evermore, be the birthright of. the 
West India black ; and if the voice of reason, 
of humanity, of pity—if the loud call of na- 
ture, and-of justice, will not bring this to pass, 
let it be proclaimed, from England to Eng- 
land’s most distant territories—let it be pro- 
claimed with a voice of thunder, that the 
slayes must, and shall be free!” 


That slavery, like idolatry, should find 
apologists amongst individuals, respecting 
whom the same motive is apparent, “ that 
by this craft cometh their gain,” need not 
surprise us,knowing, as we do,the selfishness 
ofhnman nature, and the tendency of this 
principle to obliterate every generous emo- 
tion of the heart; but that any one should 
attempt to draw arguments in favour of 
perpetual slavery, out of a professed con- 
cern for the some of their injustice, is 
truly astonishing, and would indeed be lu- 
dicrous, if feeli f this description were 
not extinguished by others of graver im- 
port. Are men, once robbed of their Jiber- 
ty, never to be free, lest freedom prove a 
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curre? Are the rights of others safer in 
our hands than in their own? Would 
ours be safer in theirs, if power were to 
happen to change sides? Why will men 
set up the doctrine of expediency, against 
the eternal principle of inflexible justice? 
Unfortunately, in the present instance,— 
unfortunately, we mean,for those who have 
discovered a plea for perpetual slavery, 
in the apprehended evils that would ensue 
from manunission, either to the slaves 
themselves. or to others ;—the experiment 
has been tried, and the results of that ex- 
periment.are on record. In the small ix- 
fand of Antigua there were 956 manumis- 
sionsin six years. In Trinidad there are 
18,000 free. black and coloured persons, all 
enfranchised slaves, or the descendants of 
those who were so. In Barbadoes there 
are 5000 such happy individuals. Let the 
advocates of unbroken fetters, and eternal 
bondage, tell us what evils have resulted 
from these liberations? Till then, we 
shall smile at the spectres which continu- 
ally haunt their fancies and their fears. A 
single fact is worth a hundred arguments : 
In addition to those above referred to, our 
author supplies the following— 


‘¢ Tn further answer to this specious pretext 
for the prolongation of slavery, let me call your 
attention to a class of negroes in the island of 
Tortola, called the Nottinghams. Upon the 
death of Mr. Nottingham, a quaker, they 
were made free, and the concurrent testimony 
of all Europeans who have visited that island, 
is highly favourable to the docile and tractable 
disposition of these people; in them we see 
before us the practical effects of emancipation, 
as well as a full answer to every objection that 
is made to it. Their houses are neat and 
clean—their grounds are well cultivated, and, 
upon the whole, they are a very respectable 
class of people; they are exempt from all the 
demoralizing consequences of the Sunday slave 
market—they keep the Sabbath, and instruct 
their children in religion and morality : in short, 
they enjoy all the innocent recreations, and 
possess all the advantages of free people; and 
some of them accumulate wealth. The slaves, 
on thecontrary, are abject, and frequently im- 
moral—they are strangers to religion and mo~ 
rality; their Sundays are spent in toil, revelry, 


| and dissipation, and perhaps there are no two 


objects in; the island of Tortola, save and 
except the master and his slave, that form a 
greater contrast to each other, than the Negro 
and the Nottingham; and while slavery exists, 
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we cannot expect it to be otherwise: it can- 
not be supposed that men will work without 
some stimulus. The lightest work, perform- 
ed by compulsion, is worse than the most la- 
borious, voluntarily undertaken. Tf we look at 
the slave at his daily task, in the absence of the 
driver, though robust and muscular as he 
may be, he is as reluctant as if he were dig- 
ging his own grave; but upon his own grounds 
he is an emblem of industry and persever- 
ance. Wages alone, therefore, would be as 
great a stimulus to industry, as that which he 
is actuated by on his own grounds. We may, 
therefore, guess pretty well the result of libe- 
rating the slaves ; and more particularly when 
they have been brought up in the path of 
rectitude and virtue—religiously instructed, 
and restored to that place in society, for which 
providence intended them. 
‘© A plan has been proposed, (and in which 
I fully concur,) to emancipate every female 
negro that is born, and let them serve their 
masters as apprentices ; upon this plan, slavery 
would soon become extinct, as the offspring 
of these emancipated women would be free- 
born subjects : after this gradual course, the 
rest would soon become free, and thus we 
should look upon expiring slavery with plea- 
sure, because its enlightened victims would 
participate in the glory of it. The wisdom 
and practicability of this plan is more obvious 
still, when we consider that West India pro- 
perty would be upon the decline! persons 
would not be so eager to purchase it, nor 
embark in speculation; and those who now 
slaves, or rather their grandchildren, 
would be duly forewarned of its total extinc- 
tion; thus there could be but few sufferers: 
there could be none who would have reason to 
complain, and those who did, would deserve 
neither pity or commisseration.” 


The Cabinet Cyclopedia, conducted by the 
Rev. Dionysius Lardner, LL.D, &c. &e. 
vols, 8,9, 10, 11. Longmar. 


THE progress of this ably conducted 
work is exceedingly satisfactory. It is 
gratifying to observe that neither labour 
nor expense have been withheld to improve 
its value, and render it universally ac- 
ceptable ; and, when completed, it will cer- 

_tainly occupy an important rank among 
the British Classics. The first volume in 
our present announcement is the eighth in 
the series,and comprises part of the History 
of England, including a period of rather 
more than five hundred years. The name 
of the enlightened historian, Sir James 
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Mackintosh, will be quite sufficient to 
inspire the reader with entire confidence 
as to the correctness of the facts, the value 
of the details, and the elegance of the com- 
position. In the advertisement to the pre- 
sent volume, he says, “The objectat which 
1 have ‘aimed is to lay before the reader a 
summary of the most memorable events in 
English history, in regular succession, to- 
gether with an exposition of the nature and 
progress of our political institutions, clear 
enough for educated and thinking men, 
with as little reasoning or reflection, as the 
latter part of the object to which I have 
justadverted, will allow, and with no more 
than that occasional particularity which 
may be needed to characterize an age or 
nation, to lay open the workings of the 
minds who have guided their fellow-men ; 
and, most of all, to strengthen the moral 
sentiments, by the exercise of them on all 
the personages conspicuous im history.” 
So far as this passage may be considered as 
containing a pledge, we presume that, by 
all who have consulted the work, it will 
be allowed to have been abundantly re- 
deemed, We are desirous of giving a 
specimen ; on account of our limited space 
it must be short: it is the reflection on the 
murder of Becket. 


“Thus perished a man of extraordinary 
abilities and courage, turbulent and haughty 
indeed; without amiable virtues, but also 
without mean vices ; who doubtless believed 
that he was promoting the reign of justice by 
subjecting the men of blood to the ministers 
of religion; but who was neither without 
ambition nor above the vulgar means of pur- 
suing his objects. That Henry did not 
intend the murder of Becket may be con- 
cluded from the legal hostilities which were 
in contemplation against him, and from a 
confidence that so sagacious a monarch, must 
have foreseen much of the mischief which 
this atrocious deed brought on him. It is 
deserving of observation, how many murders 
were perpetrated in churches in those ages, 
when they sheltered the worst of criminals 
from justice. Since the period when they 
are considered with reasonable respect, and 
have ceased to enjoy:-a discreditable immunity, 
they have also ceased to be the theatre of such 
bloody scenes.” = 


The ninth volume is entitled, « Quiles 
of History ;” divided into three parts; part 
the first containing ten chapters, embrac- 
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ing ancient history ; part the second, con- 
taining seven chapters, including the history 
of the middle ages; and part the third, on 
modern history, in eight chapters. The 
volume concludes with tabular views of 
royal dynasties, and eminent persons; a 
chronological view of important, events; 
and a valuable index. The research dis- 
played inthis volume is deserving of very 
high commendation ; itspages are replete 
with instruction, recording events the most 
striking and memorable, pourtraying hu- 
man nature as it has appeared in every 
country, and under every variety of circum- 
stance, guiding the inquiring mind to the 
attainment of important truth, amidst the 
obscurities of time, the errors of ignorance, 
and the frauds of imposture, which have in 
all ages defiled the stream of history, and 
made the task of the faithful historian both 
a perplexing and an arduous undertaking. 
We should be most happy to confirm our 
commendation of this volume by lengthen- 
ed extracts, but, as in the former instance, 
we must confine-ourselves to a single 
paragraph. 

“Mohammed was of a serious, contemplative 
mind. He had long beenconvinced of the great 
truth of the unity of the Deity, and he mourned 
over the idolatry of his countrymen. In the 
solitude of a cavern, near Mecca, whither he 
used to retire for meditation, he reflected on the 
best mode of bringing them to.the acknow- 
ledgment of the truth. Arabian tradition 
spake of ancient prophets sent to reclaim men 
from error ; Moses and Aaron were, he knew, 
commissioned from heaven to teach ; he may 
have expected a similar commission ; his en- 
thusiasm may have beguiled his imagination, 
and, in ecstatic vision, the angel Gabriel 
posssibly may have appeared to descend to 
him: but it is far more probable that he 
conceived that the end justified the means; that 
the arguments of reason,’ which he had, per- 
haps, already tried, would have no effect on 
the obtuse minds of the adorers of 360 idols ; 
that only, as the envoy of heaven, could he 
look for attention, and that his first vision of 
Gabriel was as fictitious as his latter ones 
notoriously were.” 

In perusing the History of the Nether- 
lands, by Thomas Colley Grattan, which 
forms the tenth volume, the reader will 
feel his interest, perhaps, imperceptibly 
increased by recent occurrences on the 
Continent. This rapid sketch of nearly 
nineteen centuries, commencing fifty years 


before the Christian era, and concluding 
with the battle of Waterloo, exhibits such 
anawful view of the influence of pride, 
superstition, and fanaticism, endeavouring, 
and often but too successfully, to trample 
on reason, religion, and freedom, as ought 
ever to excite unfeigned humiliation, and 
the deepest abhorrence. But the historian, 
like the artist, paints from life, and he must 
either decline his task er describe the 
actual deformities of his subject. From 
this volume, however, it would be easy for 
us to give a considerable number of ex- 
tracts, relieving to the eye, and on which 
it would rest with lengthened and serene 
satisfaction. Leaving these to the selec- 
tion of the reader, we prefer, on account 
of its appositeness to what is now taking 
place, transcribing a passage from the 
close of the work. 


“Tt has been asked by a profound and 
sagacious inquirer, or at least the question is 
put forth on undoubted authority in his name, 
‘Why did England create for herself a diffi- 
culty, and what will be by and by a natural 
enemy, in uniting Holland and Belgium, in 
place of managing those two immense resources 
to her commerce by keeping them separate ? 
for Holland, without manufactures, was the 
natural mart for those of England ; while 
Belgium, under an English prince, had been 
the route-for constantly inundating France and 
Germany.’ ; 

* So asked Napoleon, and England may 
answer and justify her conduct, so impugned, 
on principles consistent with the general.wish 
of all for the common good of Europe. The 
discussion of the question is foreign to our 
purpose, which is to trace the circumstances, 
not to argue on the'policy, that Jed to the for- 
mation of the Netherlands as they now exist. 
But it appears that the different integral parts 
of the nation were amalgamated from deep- 
formed designs for their mutual benefit.— 
Belgium was not given to Holland, as the 
already-cited article of the treaty of Paris 
might at first sight seem to imply ; nor was 
Holland allotted to Belgium. But they were 
grafted together, with all the force of legis- 
lative wisdom ; not that one might be domi- 
nant and the other oppressed, but that both 
should bend, to form an arch of common 
strength, able to resist the weight of such 
invasions as had perpetually perilled, and often 
crushed, their separate independence, What 
is now the state of this ‘arch ?” 


The second volume of the History of 
Maritime and Inland Discovery, is the 
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last part of this valuable work at present 
under review ; beginning with the second 
voyage of Columbus, and concluding with 
the Russian Settlements in the Aleutian 
Islands. The persevering enterprize dis- 
played in these undertakings is truly 
wonderful. What contributions to the 
revenue of a country—what extent of 


territorial domination—nay, what mines of | 
|for a sum equivalent to about seventeen 


wealth can be regarded as an adequate 
compensation for the dangers which have 
been incurred, the lives which have been 
sacrificed, the cruelties which have been 
inflicted, and the injustice which has been 
practised, in connexion with travels and 
voyages for the purpose of discovery and 
encroachment? In taking this, rather dis- 
couraging, view of the subject, we obtain 
relief principally, by considering that 
Divine Providence has overruled, and, no 
doubt, will yet more abundantly overrule, 
these explorations for extending that 
knowledge and influence of pure and un- 
defiled religion; so that, in this, as in 
other instances, perhaps unnumbered in 
human calculation, the ambition, the ava- 
rice, the restlessness, and even the wrath 
of man, shall be made to praise “Him. 
The following extract will partly illustrate 
the preceding remarks,and may also serve 
as a specimen of the interest of this part 
of the work :—-- 


“On his return from the king of Aaree, 
Pinto suffered shipwreck, and was obliged to 
crawl with his companions through the deep 
mud that lined the shore, tormented by 
myriads of insects, and in constant fear of 
being attacked by the serpents and wild 
beasts that haunted the neighbouring woods. 
One of his companions died in his arms,— 
With the remaining three he-reached a small 
river, which it was necessary to cross; but 
the two foremost of the party had scarcely 
reached the middle of the stream, when they 
were seized by alligators and dragged to the 
bottom. Pinto and his surviving comrade 
continued standing in the sea as the safest 
place they could choose. A small vessel at 
length approached the shore, in which they 
embarked to return to Malacca. The boat’s 
crew, however, soon commenced beating the 
two Portuguese, to force them to confess 
where their treasures lay concealed. Seeing 
that the flogging proved ineffectual, they sup- 
posed that their captives had swallowed 
their gold, and, in consequence, administered 
to the eompanion of Mendez Pinto so yiolent 
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an emetic, that he died soon after; and Pinto 
himself escaped similar treatment only from 
the ill success of this experiment. He was 
dragged ashore, nearly dead, from famine and 
ill usage; but, as his weakness made him an 
unprofitable slave, no food was given to him, 
and ‘he was turned,’ he says ‘a-grazing like 
a horse.’ A Mahometan merchant, hearing 
that he had friends at Malacea, at length put 
an end to his sufferings, and redeemed him 


shillings and sixpence of our money.” 

We conclude our notice of these four 
volumes, by stating, that from what we 
have seen of the Cabinet Cyclopedia, we 
are of opinion that it is a work of consider- 
able merit, and will be sure to secure very 
extensive patronage and encouragement. 


A Defence of the Surinam Negro-English 
Version of the New Testament: founded 
on the History of the Negro-English 
Version, a View of the Situation, Popu- 
lation, and History of Surinam ; a phi- 
lological Analysis of the Language and 
a careful Examination of the Version ; 
in reply to the Animadversions of an 
anonymous writer in the Edinburgh 
Jhristian Instructer. By WiLLtam 
GREENFIELD. London: S. Bagster. 


Tue controversy on the subject of the 
Surinam Negro-English Version of the 
New Testament, lies within a short com- 
pass. A writer inthe Edinburgh Christian 
Instructor, presumed to be Dr. Andrew 
Thomson, repeatedly, and in no sparing 
terms, attacked that version, and succeed- 
ed in producing an unfavourable impres- 
sion, with regard to it, on several of the 
friends of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. He represented it as “ mere broken 
English, and the blundering phraseology 
of foreigners, attempting to leave off their 
original tongue ;” and that the conduct of 
the Bible Society, in publishing such a 
strange perversion of English, as a new 
version, was highly censurable. It ap- 
pears, however, from the statements of 
competent witnesses, that the Negro-En- 
glish language is a compound of Dutch, 
Portuguese, English, and African words ; 
and that it is (what is indeed the material 
consideration) the only language generally 
spoken and understood by the negroes, 
The excellence or demerit of a language, 


Snot, surely, the question; but what do 
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the people understand? It maybe the worst 
language in the world, and scarcely redu- 
cible to rule; but is this a reason why 
those who speak it should be deprived of the 
bible? Here is a colony consisting of, at 
least, 100,000 souls, that is,10,000 free ne- 
groes, 10,000 Enropeans, and 80,000 slaves. 
So far from the language under considera- 
tion being so unformed, barbarous, and 
inharmonious, as many have described 
it, several persons intimately acquainted 
with it, represent it inthe most glowing 
terms of panegyric, as “sweet, sonorous, 
and soft,’ of which the specimens in this 
pamphlet furnish considerable evidence. 
But the question does not regard the cha- 
racter of the language, but the fact of its 
being the only language understood by a 
large population. Mr.Greenfield has fairly 
met allthe objections and obviated them. 
In saying this, we give an unbiassed but 
willing testimony, to the merit of his la- 
bours, and trust their end will be fully 
accomplished, We quote one passage as 
containing a very convincing appeal : 


“Precedents in abundance might have been 
adduced, and the measure successfully justified 
on that ground. In what, it might have 
been asked, did it differ from the Judes-Po- 
lish, published by the London Society: or 
what was still more to the point, the Danish- 
Creole, first printed at the expense of the 
King of Denmark, in the year 1781, and sub- 
sequently in the year 1818, by the Danish 
Bible Society, for the use of the negroes in 
the Danish West India Islands. Ifa version 
of the scriptures was necessary and proper in 
these mixed languages, upon what principle 
could it be unnecessary and improper in Ne- 
gro-English? If the latter were broken 
English, certainly the Danish-Creole was 
much more broken Danish or broken Dutch; 
and if the Negro-English were uncouth and 
barbarous, so were the Judes-Polish, and 
the Danish-Creole. If they, nevertheless, 
had been the successful medium of religious 
instruction, so had the Negro-English. Em- 
ployed by the Moravian Missionaries for 
nearly a century, as the only intelligible mode 
of communication to the minds of the ne- 
groes, it had been rendered the efficient mean 
for the conversion of many souls unto God. 
Ifthen, it was not inefficient or improper in, 
conveying the Word of God orally, upon what 
plea could it be deemed improper as the ve- 
hicle of the same Word when written?” 


/ commends 
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The Olive Branch. Edinburgh, 1831, 


“ Significant emblem,” says the editor, 
“ofall theheavenly charities of thegospel, 
the Olive Branch, with foliage renewed, 
is again presented to the reader,’? We 
recommend the public accordingly to take 
the proffered pledge of peace and piety, 
assuring them that if they are solicitous 
of obtaining a considerable portion of 
religious instruction within a small com- 
pass, diversified by a sprinkling of enter- 
taining matter, they will find it in this 
little volume. It is not called an annual, 
but we presume it is of that class. We 
suggest that in future, the editor would 
do well to avoid the introduction of pieces 
which savour of prolixity, and seek a 
greater variety of contributors. 


Motives for Perseverance: consisting 
of encouragements for the disciples of 
the Saviour during the labours and con-~ 
jicts of the Christain pilgrimage ; and 
of warnings against backsliding. By 
J. G. PIKE. 

This is chiefly a republication, in a 
separate form, ofthree chapters of a work 
entitled ‘‘ A Guide for young Disciples in 
their Way to Immortality.” There are, 
however, some considerable additions. 
The view of earnest piety and good sense 
which runs through this small book, re- 
it most strongly to every 
Christian reader. These, and all Mr. 
Pike’s writings, the young especially may 
peruse with the greatest advantage. 

The Moral Muse. 


Ladies. 
1830. 


A Present for Young 
By Emma Price, London, 


This is a selection of pieces from the 
poetic compositions of writers of established 
reputation. Young ladies to whom it is 
particularly presented, may certainly 
read it with pleasure and profit. Care 
has been taken ‘6 in every one of the 
selections not only to present a pleasing 
image‘to the reader, but more especially 
to make the beauty subservient to the 
production of a salutary impression.” 
These are the editor’s words, and we 
believe they will be found to be fully 
corroborated in the perusal of these elegant 


'| pages. 


OBITUARY. 


MARY RODWAY. 

Diep, March 26th, 1830, Mary, the wife 
of the Rey. Jas. Rodway, of Beecbhill, 
near Reading, at the age of 51. The com- 
plaint which terminated in death was pul- 
monary consumption; her health had been 
declining for about four years, but she was 
not Jaid by from the duties of ber family 
and school, till the Christmas: before her 
decease, for she continued, as long as her 
strength permitted, to be employed for the 
good of her family and others, Froma child 
she had been accustomed to hear the gos- 
pel at Bourton-on-the-Water, and Stow-in 
the-Wold,Glo’stershire, under the ministry 
of the Revds. B. Beddome and Wm. Wil- 
kins; and there is reason to believe she 
became the subject of religious impres- 
sions atan early period. Inthe year 1800 
she was baptized by the Rey. Wm, Wil- 
kins, and joined the church at Stow. In 
the same year she was married to the indi- 
vidual above mentioned, who survives to 
lament her loss. Seven danghters and five 
sons were the fruit of this union; two of the 
latter are since dead, and it is hoped, with 
their mother, are united with the spirits of 
the just made perfect. May those who 
survive be enabled to follow her as she 
followed Christ. For nearly 30 years, the 
time she lived with her husband, she mani- 
fested kind and respectful affection to him; 
and her attachment continued unabated to 
the end. She loved all her children with 
equal affection, and always evinced an 
earnest solicitude for their temporal, spi- 
ritual, and eternal good. It was her desire 
and endeavour, as she had opportunity, to 
do good both to the souls and bodies of 
her fellow-creatures. About the beginning 
of February last, when by the prevalence 
of the disease, it appeared she was hasten- 
ing to eternity, she said these,!ines seemed 
impressed upon her mind, 


“Father, at thy call I come, 
In thy bosom there is room.” 
Soon afterwards being visited by a me- 
dical gentleman, from Reading, who 


intimated that her end was near at 
band, she was humbly submissive to the 
will of her heavenly Father, and afier a 
few moments retirement, she returned say - 
ing, “I have been thinking that in a little 
time I shall be in heaven, and the idea of 
the glories of that state has almost over- 
powered my mind. When I am gone it 
may be said of me, “a sinner saved by 
grace.” Sensible of her deep depravity 
and guilt, she rested solely on the promises 
and faithfulness of God in Christ; and 
she looked to Jesus as her only refuge and 
Saviour. For said she, ‘‘Vhe blood of 
Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” 


‘‘His powerful blood did once atone, 
And now it pleads before the throne.” 


*¢ Him that cometh to.me I will in no- 
wise cast out.” She enjoyed a satisfactory 
persuasion of her love to the Lord Jesus. 
“{ have,” she said, “attained to a full 
assurance of my love to Christ, and can 
say, Lord, thou knowest that 1 love Thee, 
thou knowest that J believe in Thee, and 
sometimes I think I can say, Thou know- 
est that llong to be with Thee,’ She 
exhorted me to warn the children and 
others that they might flee to Christ, aud 
be saved from the wrath to come. For 
several days before her departure, her 
sufferings were sharp, and trying to feeble 
nature, but her mind was encouraged and 
supported by the hope of the Gospel, so 
that she patiently waited for the coming of 
her Lord, She desired me to pray that 
he would give her an easy dismission from 
the body, and that he would come and 
take her to himself; a short time before 
her spirit took its flight, she was engaged 
in earnest fervent prayer to her God and 


Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, for 
about the space of half an hour. Some 
of her petitions which I heard, were to the 
following effect :—‘“God, have mercy on 
me asinner, let thy will, O! Lord, be done 
on earth, as it is in heaven. The Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be blessed 
and praised for ever and ever, Amen, Come 
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Lord Jesus, and take me to Thee,” praying 
for her children, she repeatedly intreated 
the Lord to stop them, that they might not 


walk in the paths of sin and transgression ;: 


she added, “ Jesus, the Lamb of God, do 
thou take me to Thee. He that shall come 
will come, and will not tarry, even su come 
Lord Jesus, Amen.” She then called her 
children, and desired they would say amen 
toher prayers. ‘ Now,” said she, “1 have 
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done, I sayno more.” Shortly after she 
sunk into a slumber for about twenty mi- 
nutes, and then quietly fell asleep in Jesus. 
“And I heard a voice from heaven, say- 
ing unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord ; from henceforth, 
yea, saith the Spirit, for they rest from 
their labours, and their works do follow 


them, 
J. R. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A LETTER FROM COLONEL GARDINER 
TO DR. DODDRIDGE. 


(From Dr. Doddridge’s Correspondence, | 


&c. Vol. 3.) 
Leicester, July 9, 1739. 

Tsear Doctor, 

I know not how the reading of my 
letters may amuse you, but I am sure I 
never receive any that have a greater in- 
fluence upon me than yours; and much 
do I stand in need of every help to awaken 
me out of that spiritual deadness, which 
seizes me so often, Once, indeed, it was 
quite otherwise with me, and that for 
many years ; 

“ Firm was my health, my day was bright, 
And I presumed *twould ne’er be night : 
Fondly I said within my heart, 

Pleasure and peace shall ne’er depart. 


_But I forgot Thine arm was strong, 
Which made my mountain stand so long : 
Soon as Thy face begun to hide, 

My health was gone, my comforts died.” 


Here lies my sin and my folly. And 
this brings to my mind that sweet singer 
in our Israel; I mean Dr. Watts: for you 
must know, that I have been in pain these 
several years, lest that excellent person 
should be called. to heaven before I had 
an opportunity to let him know how much 
his works have been blessed in me, and, of 
course, to return him my hearty thanks ; 
for though it is owing to the operation of 
the Blessed Spirit, that any thing works 
effectually upon our hearts, yet, if we are 
not thankful to the instrument which God 
is pleased to make use of, whom we do see, 
how shall we be thankful to the Almighty, 


whom we have not seen? Therefore, 
dear Doctor, I must beg the favour of you 
to let him know that I intended to wait 
upon him when I was in London in the 
beginning of last May, but was informed, 
and that to my great sorrow, that he was 
extremely ill, and, therefore, I did not 
think that a visit would have been sea- 
sonable ; especially considering that I 
have not the happiness to be much ac- 
quainted with the Doctor; but well am I 
acquainted with his works, especially with 
his psalms, hymns, and lyricks. How 
often by singing some of them when by 
myself, on horseback, and elsewhere, has 
the evil spirit been made to flee away— 

<¢ Whene’er my heart in tune was found, 

Like David’s harp of solemn sound.”’ 

1 desire to bless God for the good news 
of his recovery, and entreat you to tell 
him, that although I cannot keep pace 
with him here, in celebrating the high 
praises of our glorious Redeemer, which is 
the great grief of my heart, yet Iam per- 
suaded, that when 1 join the glorious 
company above, where there will be no 
drawbacks, that none will outsing me 
there; because I shall not find any who 
have been more indebied to the wonderful 
riches of Divine Grace than myself. 


“ Give me a place at thy saints’ feet, 
Or some fallen angels’ vacant seat ; 
I'll strive to sing as loud as they, 
Who sit above in brighter day.” 


1 know it is natural for every one, who 
has felt that Almighty power which raised 
our glorious Redeemer from the grave, 
to believe his case singular. But I have 
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made every one in this respect, submit, as 
soon as he has heard my story; and if 
you seemed so surprised at the account 
which I gave you, what will you be when 
you hear itall. 

«Oh, if I had an angel’s voice, 

And could be heard from pole to pole, 

I would to all the listening world, 

Proclaim thy goodness to my soul.” 

Dear Doctor, if you knew what a natu- 
ral aversion | have to writing, you would 
be astonished at the length of this letter, 
which is, I believe, the longest I ever 
wrote, 
to you, which makes my pen move the 
easier. 


But my heart warms when I write 


I hope it will please our gracious 
God long to preserve you, a blessed in- 
strument in his hand, of doing great good 
in the church of Christ; and that you 
may always enjoy a thriving soul in a 
healthful body, shall be the continual 
prayer of, 
My dear Doctor, 

Your sincere friend, 
And most faithful servant, 

JAMES GARDINER. 


BAPTISM, 

Mr. Morris, the Antinomian preacher at 
Rothwell, in our neighbourhood, has lately 
published a most ridiculous piece upon 
Baptism, in which he challenges all the 
world to produce one instance of Baptism 
by immersion, in Scripture, even from the 
most primitive antiquity. He isanswered 
by one John Giles, or Gill.—Diary and 
Correspondence of Dr. Doddridge, vol. 2, 
p. 240. 


PALESTINE. 

Ata lecture recently delivered by F. 
Buckingham, Esq. who has himself visited 
this interesting portion of our globe, the 
following well-known fact was stated, and 
the light it casts on some passages of 
Scripture adverted to:—Mount Tabor, 
which is situated near to the river Jordan, 
on account of its elevation, is covered with 
snow during the greater part of the year, 
In the months of July, August, and Sep- 

.tember, the snow dissolves, and by 
mingling its streams with. the waters of 
Jordan, causes it to overflow its banks 
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so that a river, fordable in many parts at 
other periods, could not possibly be passed 
at this season, but by a miraculous inter- 
position of Almighty Power. And hence 
the miracle recorded in the 3d chapter of 
Joshua, by being viewed in connection with 
this fact, becomes manifest and striking. 
“« And it came to pass, when the people 
removed from their tents, to pass over 
Jordan, and the priests bearing the ark of 
the covenant before the people; and as 
they that bare the ark were come unto 
Jordan, and the fect of the priests that bare 
the ark were dipped in the brim of the 
water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his 
banks all the time of harvest), that the 
waters which came down from above 
stood and rose up upon an heap very far 
from the city Adam, that is beside 
Zaretan: and those that came down to- 
ward the sea of the plain, even the salt 
sea, failed, and were cut off: and the 
people passed over right against Jericho, 
And the priests that bare the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord stood firm on dry 
ground, in the midst of Jordan, and all 
the Israelites passed over on dry ground, 
until all the people were passed clean 
over Jordan,” 

When the waters, thus supplied by the 
adjacent mountain, retire from the banks 
of the river, they leave them in the highest 
possible state of fertility, and the vegeta- 
tion which immediately springs up, forms a 
jungle or covert for beasts of prey, into 
which the lord of the forest, amongst 
others, is well known to resort. Cn the 
annual descent of the waters they are, of 
course, dispossessed of their hiding place, 
and driven from their haunts: hence the 
allusion in the prophecies of Jeremiah 
xl 19, and 1. 44 — Behold, he shall 
come up like a lion from the swelling 
of Jordan, against the habitation of the 
strong.” 

Other passages might be referred to, 
which these annual accessions of water 
to the river will serve to illustrate, 
as in Jer. xii. 5, “ Ifthou hast run with 
the footmen, and they have wearied thee, 
then how canst thou contend with horses? 
and if in the land of peace, wherein thou 
trustedst, they wearied thee, then how wilt 
thou do in the swelling of Jordan ?” 


INTELLIGENCE, &c. 


FOREIGN. 


FRANCE, 


From a Report just published, by “The 
Continental Society, for the diffusion of 
Religious Knowledge over the Continent 
of Europe,” we give the following extracts 
as acquiring, under present circamstances, 
a peculiar interest. 


Extract from Rev. P. F—’s Letier, dated 
—, Sept 1, 1830. 

“¢ Although I never allowed any moments 
of my existence to be engrossed by political 
concerns, yet, at the present moment I should 
look upon myself as indifferent, not to say 
ignorant of the history of the different pe- 
riods of the Church ‘of Christ, were I not 
to experience feelings of admiration and gra- 
titude when I behold what is taking place 
around us in Europe, and particularly in 
France. 

“At the sight of these events, who can doubt 
but the nineteenth century is in every respect 
a striking period, both on account of what has 
already taken place, and what is likely to take 
place, during it, Yes, it is the age of know- 
ledge, of research, the attempt to stifle which, 
by driving them back to the ninth century, 
_ has proved abortive. Who can doubt, in ob- 
serving the ominous signs of the times, and 
the days in which we live, that the Lord will 
soon accomplish the glorious work of his 
his temple, by bringing all nations in the 
world to bow to his triumphant sceptre.” 


Extract from the Rev. J. F—s Letter, 
dated. Sept. 1, 1830. 


“ People speak in great praise of the liberal 
spirit of the British nation, and of the loyal 
promptitude with which they have come for- 
ward torelieve the families of those who suffer- 
ed during the days of conflict at Paris, in the 
defence of their liberty. It will result from 
this, that the evangelical Jabours of our, En- 
glish brethren will be much better appreciated, 
seeing that the people of Great Britain have 
shewed themselves the friends of the French.” 


Extract from L. M—’s Letter, dated 
> , Sept. 15, 1830. 
“Previous to the great events which have 


lately taken place in France, many doors were 
opened to us; we had no lack of labour; ne- 


vertheless we were obliged to act cautiously, 
and much time was lost. They tried to raise 
obstacles in the distribution of Tracts. The 
priests set every thing on foot to stop our pro- 
gress in this branch of labour. One of the 
mostzealous of the jesuitical party was sent to 
me to dissuade me from proclaiming the good 
news all over the town. They expected, no 
doubt that his great learning, his polite and 
unassuming manners, and the handsome pro- 
mises relative to this world, which he was 
commissioned to make me, would have had 
some influence over me: but, kept by the 
power of God, through faith, it was given 
me to preach the gospel to him during the 
space of two months, and to shut his mouth 
through the word of peace. Disappointed in 
his attempts, he threatened me with the anger 
of his deceitful church, because of the meet- 
ing I held in my own house. I must acknow- 
ledge that I was not without fears, knowing 
their revengeful disposition. But glory, ho- 
nour, and thanksgiving be unto our God, the 
last days of July have placed us in the most 
advantageous position. 

“Having no longer to dread Popish in- ° 
fluence, we stand no longer in need of taking 
precautions, which have become useless. 
However, be assured that prudence will 
always be the basis of our conduct, knowing 
that without it we should cause the Gospel to 
be blasphemed, instead of rendering it amia-— 
ble. The Eord is pleased to manifest his 
power in my infirmity;.therefore have I the 
pleasure of informing you, that since my last, 
several souls have found peace in Jesus: others 
appear powerfully agitated, and sigh for deli- 
verance from the Most High. A family in 
a neighbouring village is. the source of great 
joy to us: upon my asking them, they esta- 
blished a meeting in their house, and also a 
depot of Bibles and Tracts. 

“ Since the fall of the Jesuits, we hold se- 
ven meetings every week, and we increase 
every day the number of our visits. As I 
have already told you, we are far more wel- 
comed by the Roman Catholics than by the 
Protestants, and some are making wonderful 
progress in knowledge. When we can afford 
it, we employ a brother to go and read 
amongst those who cannot read. My cor.. 
respondence with neighbouring friends affords 
me great hopes. I received a request this 
morning for twelve Bibles, and several reli- 
gious books, which some Roman Catholics 
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desire to distribute in the neighbourhood at 
their own expense. One of them is truly 
converted to the Lord: his letters afford me 
the greatest pleasure ; his faith has been tried 
by persecution. Do not forget us in your 
prayers, in order that we may increase in 
faithfulness in the work which we have to 
perform in the fine field that lies before us, 
and in which there is a great lack of labour- 
ers. May the Lord be pleased to raise up an 
adequate number. 


———=>>— 


DOMESTIC. 


Mecent Meaths, 


On Monday, Oct. 18th, 1830, died, after 
a short illness, in the 74th year of his age, 
the Rey. James Aston, for upwards of 25 
years the faithful and affectionate pastor of 
the Baptist Church at Lockwood, near Hud- 
dersfield, in the West Riding of Yorkshire. 
He was very laborious and successful in his 
ministry, greatly beloved by the church and 
congregation; his conduct was wise and holy, 
and his death is a matter of universal lament- 
ation. 


Dec. Ist. Died at the house of his sister, 
near Bromham, Wilts, Mr. George Perren, 
Baptist Minister, formerly of Sandy Lane, in 
that county, and lately of Little Wild Street, 
London. After lingering about nine months 
ander the ravages of consumption, he closed 
his eyes in peace and entered into rest. His 
affliction was marked by great composure of 
mind, united with strong and steady faith, 
and the most entire submission to the will of 
his heavenly father. His remains were de- 
posited in the Baptist Chapel at Bromham, 
Dec. 7th, and on the Sabbath following, a 
funeral sermon was preached on occasion of 
his removal, to a crowded and attentive con- 
gregation. The passages of Scripture selected 
by Mr. Perren himself for this discourse 
were Psalm li. ver. 5. and 1 John i. part 
of ver. 7, “The blood of Jesus, &c.” 
the latter passage affording to his mind, dur- 
ing his protracted illness, the most substantial 
consolation. 


Died, Noy. 20th, 1830, in the 82nd year 
of his age, Mr. John Weller, Senior Deacon 
of the Baptist Church, Lewes, inthe county 
of Sussex. In January, 1781, he was bap- 
tized and united to the Church, and about 
four years afterwards was chosen to the office 
of deacon. During the whole of this period 
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his conduct was uniformly consistent, and 
exemplary, so that he “purchased to himself 
a good degree, and great boldness in the faith 
which is in Christ Jesus.” His affectionate 
disposition, and condescending manners ; his 
unshaken attachment to the cause of the Re- 
deemer; his undeviating attention to the 
means of grace; the exalted tone of pious 
feeling which he manifested; the strict inte-, 
grity and firm decision by which his character 
was distinguished; and the spirit of christian 
liberality which he cherished, all combined to 
procure for him universal esteem, and to 
endear his memory to a large surviving faraily, 
to the church of which he was a meniber, 
and to all by whom he was known. On the 
following Sabbath week, a funeral sermon was 
preached for him, to a very crowded audience, 
from Isaiah xxviii. ver. 16, a passage 
which afforded him much consolation and 
support in the prospect of his dissolution. 


EDUCATION OF THE SONS OF POOR 
BAPTIST MINISTERS, 


To all the Friends of the Baptist 
Denomination. 
CurisTIAN Breturen, - 

In June last, at the annual meeting of the 
Baptist Missionary Society, the education of 
the sons of poor Baptist Ministers, was a 
subject of much conversation; when it was 
resolved unanimously, that to accomplish such 
an object would be an immense blessing to 
very many. At the same time donations and 
subscriptions were presented, a provisional 
committee was formed, and a secretary and 
treasurer, pro tempore, were elected, Since 
that period the subscribers have been publicly 
convened, and the committee repeatedly as- 
sembled. Our design is to give to the sons of 
poor Baptist Ministers a sound commercial, 
or a classical education; in the prosecution 
of this object, particular regard will be had 
to the sphere in which the minister moves, 
and to the situation, and circumstances of his 
family, generally; so that no expectations 
may be raised, or habits formed, which would 
be prejudicial to the harmony of the family. 
Great care will be taken in selecting the 
schools in which the boys will be placed. 
The committee feel it to be their duty to 
pledge themselves on this point, and havin 
done so, they feel confident that they shall not 
have reason to complain, of wanting that sup- 
port which a society so benevolent in its na- 
ture, so useful in its operations, and so neces- 
sary to the honour and welfare of the deno- 
mination, demands. 

The whole of the money entrusted to the 
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committee will, as far as possible, be appro- 
priated to the education of the children. No 
premises will be rented; no tutors or servants 
be supported; no travelling expenses of the 
boys paid; one single object alone demands 
expenditure—the education of children. 

We now hail you, christian brethren, with 
the delightful information, that we have begun 
to work. Four children are already received 
on our funds; and are to repair to suitable 
schools, after the christmas vacation. A work 
of mercy is now commenced, with feelings of 
the most pleasing kind. How many poor 
ministers, alas, have only the bare means of 
subsistence! Every shilling they can obtain 
must be expended on food and raiment, and 
the riecessaries of life. To procure a few 
books for improvement, is, in many cases 
very difficult; in others, impossible. How 
then, are they to train their children to enter 
into society ? Many a minister’s heart has 
been wrung with grief, while he has witnessed 
his own family distressingly destitute of edu- 
cation, without having it in his power to 
render any assistance whatever. 

But the work is begun, yet it is only com- 
menced; and-it is commenced especially 
for our brethren in the country. We may 
then, justly expect that our country brethren, 
will arise simultaneously to assist in this im- 
portant service; yes, you, brethren, not we, 
are to reap the benefit. Present this object 
to your friends; make congregational collec- 
tions ; obtain donations ; and especially annual 
subscriptions, and go to the work immedi- 
ately. There is no time to lose. The same 
conyeyance by which your missionary contri- 
butions are forwarded, will avail for handing 
your funds to this object. Our treasurer is 
John Penney, Esq., Great Scotland Yard, 
Charing Cross. Many applications are already 
before us, and we are only waiting your con- 
currence to give them cheerful acceptance. 
The members of our churches in town, will 
readily give us their aid; but we must aban- 
don our hopes, if you do not zealously co-ope- 
rate. On our present movements our future 
prosperity will almost entirely depend. And 
as we wish to have as much as possible of 
every donation appropriated to this object, 
we respectfully request our country friends to 
pay all their postages to us, that the whole 
business may be conducted on a plan, the 
most economical. Praying for your peace, 
comfort, and abundant success, 


I am, Christian Brethren, 
Yours, in much affection, 
W. SourHwoop, 


Kensington, 
Deer. 24th; 1830. 


Secretary. 
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Before any boy is taken under the patron- 
age of the Society, an answer to the following 
questions is required; and the application 
is to be signed by two neighbouring ministers. 

1. How long have you been a pastor ? 


2. How many children have you? distin- 
guishing their names, and respective ages. 


3. Are all dependant upon you for support ; 
if not, which of them are ? 


4, What is your income from every source ? 


ae 


ORDINATIONS, &c. 


SHEFFORD. 


The Gospel was for some years preached 
at Shefford by neighbouring ministers, and 
in the year 1825, a missionary was sta- 
tioved there, under the patronage of the Union 
of Christians at Bedford. A new meeting- 
house was erected and opened for public wor- 
ship, in the same year. About three years 
since, Mr. Wiliam Brown, who had been 
prosecuting his studies under Mr. Grey, of 
Northampton, was called to labour there. 
His ministry proving acceptable and useful, a 
chureh was formed Noy. 10th, 1829, on 
which occasion Mr. Middleditch, of Biggles- 
wade, preached and administered the Lord’s 
Supper. 

On the Ist of Nov. 1830, Mr. Brown 
was ordained to the pastoral office, when 
Mr. Hobson, of Maulden, delivered the intro- 
ductory discourse. Mr. Holloway, of Car- 
dington, Colton End, asked the questions, 
and offered up the ordination prayer. Mr. 
Middleditch, of Biggleswade, gave the charge 
from Ist of Peter vy. 2—4. 

Hr. Hilyard, of Bedford, preached to 
the people, from Col. iv. 11. Messrs. 
Woodward, of Ashwell; Wayne, of Hitchin; 
Muston, of Bedford; and Rowland, of Bal- 
dock ; assisted in the devotional exercises. 

There is an encouraging prospect of futute* 
usefulness in this place, which had Jong been 
neglected; many attend the ministry of the 
Word ; and a Sabbath school has been esta-' 
blished. “‘O! Lord, send now prosperity.” 


LLANTWIT. 


On Monday, October 28, 1830, a new 
Baptist Meeting House was opened at Llant- 
wit Major, Glamorgan. The preceding even- 
ing, Brother E. Jones, Castletown, read and 
prayed; Brother Thos, Davies, Argoed, and 
Chris. Evans, Cardiff, preached from 2 Cor. 
iv. 7, Rev. iv. 3. Wednesday morning, 
ten o’clock, Brother J. Roberts, Cowbridge, 
read and prayed; Brother C, Evans, Cardiff, 
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preached from’ 2 Cor: iv, At two after- 
noon, Brother R. Rees read and prayed ; 
Brother E. Jones, Castletown, and J. James, 
Bridgend, preached from John iii. 35, Luke 
i. 68. At six evening, Brother David 
Roberts, (Calvinistic Methodist), read and 
prayed; Brother Hughes Maindy, preached 
from Luke vii. 42; and Brother Davies, 
Argoed, from Heb. vi. 1'7, 18, and concluded 


by pr a yer. 


NOTICE. 


On Sunday, Jan. 16th, a Sermon will be 
preached on behalf of the Walworth Female 
Charity School, and School of Industry, by 
the Rey. John Burnet, at the Rev. George 
Clayton’s, York Street, Walworth. 

Service to begin at half-past six. 


———— 


NEW PUBLICATIONS, &c. 


Just Published, 


Embellished with a striking Likeness of 
the late Rev. Thomas Thomas, Peckham, 
and continued monthly at Cardigan, No. 
49, of “Greal y Beddyddwyr,” (the Welsh 
Baptist Magazine) which is the organ of 
the Denomination amongst the Welsh Bap- 
tists. 

The above publication is sent free of car- 
riage to all the agents in the Principality ; 
and those Welsh Baptists, and their adhe- 
rents, in different parts of England, may ob- 
tain it on application, through the medium of 
the publisher of the English Baptist Magazine. 

N. B. The whole profits accruing from 
the- sale of the work are given to aged and 
necessitous Baptist ministers. 


A Help to the Private and Domestic 
Reading of the Holy Scriptures. By 
J. Leifchild. Second edition, considerably 
enlarged.—Bagster. 


The Pillar of Divine Truth Immoveably 
Jixed on the Foundation of the Apostles and 
Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the 
Chief Corner Stone: shewn by the Ge- 
nuineness, Preservation, Authenticity, In- 
spiration, Facts, Doctrines, Miracles, Pro- 
phecies, and Precepts of the Word of God. 
The whole of the arguments and illustra- 
tions from the pages of the “* Comprehensive 
Bible.” By the Editor of that Work. 
—Bagster. 


Intelligence. 


| Jesus Christ. 


— Domestic. 


A Portrait of our Lord and Saviour 
This very singular and ex- 
pressive Portrait is copied from an ancient 
picture in worsted thread, in the possession of 
the publisher. Beneath the original is a 
Latin inscription, which may be thus trans- 
lated: ‘A true likeness of our Saviour, copied 
from the portrait carved on an emerald, by 
order of Tiberius Cesar; which emerald the 
Emperor of the Turks afterwards gave out of 
the treasury of Constantinople to Pope Inno- 
cent the Eighth, for the redemption of his 
brother, taken captive by the Christians.” 
Painted from the original by Mr. Whittock, 
and engraved on steel by Mr. Rogers. 
— Bagster. ae 


Ecclesiastical History, in a Course of 
Lectures, by A. Jones, M.A. Parts 1, 2,3. 


Preparing for Publication. 


Mr. Greenfield is circulating a specimen 
of a projected Greek Testament, copiously 
illustrated from the Septuagint. 


In a few days will be published, “ Hints 
illustrative of the Daty of Dissent.” By a 
Congregational Non-Conformist. 


Twenty-nine Original Psalm Tunes, in four 
parts, adapted to the Measures in general use, 
with figured Basses, and an Accompaniment 
for the Organ or Piano-Forte. By J. I. 
Cobbin. 


Narrative of the Appointment of the Au- 
thor to the Chaplaincy of the Mill Hill Pro- 
testant Dissenters’ Grammar School, and of the 
causes of his Removal. By Rey. T. Blundell. 

This work is intended to unfold some of the 
evils of the present constitution of the Mill 
Hill School, the relaxation of morals and re- 
ligion there, and the danger of a total aban- 
donment of the principles on which this In- 
stitution was founded. 


Erratum. 


It appears by a letter from a correspondent, 
that the Jate Mr. Robert Marshman, pastor ’of 
the Baptist Church, Westbury-Leigh, is not 
the father of Dr. Marshman, nor related to 
him, as stated in a quotation from Mr. Ivi- 
mey’s work, in our November No. p- 437. 
It isadded, that Dr. M.’s father’s name was 
John, who was a member, if not a deacon, of 
the above church, : 


IRISH CHRONICLE, 


JANUARY, 1831. 


WE commence the New Year with the pleasing employment of returning our thanks 
to those kind friends, who have sent us within a few days past, various articles o 
Clothing, &e. &c. &c. as rewards for the most deserving children in our schools. 
Respecting some similar presents lately sent to Dublin, the Rev. Mr. West says ina 
letter dated November 28th, 1839, *¢T am very glad that two boxes containing rewards 
for the children in’ our schools, have lately come to hand. The paper will save the 
expense of purchasing writing paper, which theagents are obliged to give as premiums, 
and the small books, &. &e. will much gratify the children. 1 wish our good friends 
in England would send us a supply of such articles.” 

Mr. lvimey has received a parcel for the same purpose, dated Birlingham, near 
Pershore, Worcesiershire, December 16th, 1830, from Benjamin Risden, ‘Esq. 

“Lear Sir, Mrs. R. seeing inserted in the Baptist Magazine, a line from Mr. 
Wilson, of Sligo, that “premiums for rewards, in the Irish Schools, would be useful to 
the children, and also encourage them to pursue their duties with somewhat more 
alacrity and delight,” has sent afew articles as named, viz. aprons, handkerchiefs of 
various soris, pincushions, and hymn-bovks ; but these are sent merely from her own 
judgment, not knowing exactly what would be most suitable for Irish children, and 
therefore I think if a list of proper articles was printed at the foot of ihe Irish Chronicle 
and continued monthly, or altered, or enlarged, as oc¢asions or circumstances required, 
it. would be buth a stimulus and direction; a stimulus to excite, and a direetion to 
inform what articles to send. This, no doubt, would so increase your stock of those 
pleasing requisites, that your ministers and teachers would have a sufficiency to 
reward those among their scholars, that they should judge deserving of them, and a 
distinction might also be useful, as to what would be suitable fer either sex.” 

The foliowing is a list of articles communicated by Mrs. Francis, a member of the 
church in Eagle Street, London: tippets, 23 spencers, 2; shawl, 1; frock, 1; cloak, 
-15 pelisse, 1; bonnets, 2. ae 

The committee will feel highly gratified, if their numerous female friends, will 
from. their left off garments, or short remnants, which may be cheaply purchased, 
make up similar articles of clothing for the.girls’ schools. ‘They may be sent (if pos- 
sible, free of carriage.) to the care of the Rev. John Dyer, at the Mission-Bouse, Fen 
Court, or to either of the gratuituous secretaries, the Rev. Joseph ivimey, 5!, Devon- 
shire Street, Queen Square ; or the Rev. George Pritchard, 4, York Place, Pentonville; 
or to William Napier, Esq. Treasurer, 1, Mecklenburgh Street, Mecklenburgh 
Square ; by whom and at the banking house of Messrs. Ladbroke, Gillman, and Co. 
Lombard Street, donations andsubscriptions will also be received. 


From the Rev. Wm. Thomas to the Secre- 

; é taries. 

. Limerick, November 18th, 1830. 
My Dear Sirs, 

Since my last monthly communication, I 
have been some very long journeys, and have 
published the glad tidings of salvation, in 
places where our denomination had been 
scarcely heard of, and where a Baptist minis- 
ter was never known to preach before. I 
allude to the wild and western parts of Kerry, 
next tothe Atlantic shore. I travelled more 

_ than 160.miles south-west from Limerick, over 
‘tremendous precipices and mountains, where 
the people are buried in spiritual ignorance, 


and more dark and barren than the mountains | 


with which the country abounds. I found 
that numbers ef protestants were in the 
habit of going to mass, and I am sorry to say, 
from the want of scriptural instruction, and 
in some instances, from awful examples in 
those who call themselves spiritual instructors. 

Our society has, Ihope, in some other parts 


not only brought numbers from popery, but 
agreat many, I believe, to trust in the Lord 
Jesus, and also preserved numbers from going 
to popery. I found one truly pious man in 
Dingle, in Kerry, where I preached twice on 
the 17th ult. and, but for him, Ishould have 
been probably left in the street all night ; he 
intends soon to apply in order to be baptized; 
there is another excellent character, who lives 
within two miles of Dingle, Lord V., he 
would haye been hearing me, were it not for 
indisposition. I circulated a number of tracts. 
It is unnecessary, to mention all the places in 


| which I endeavoured to place the truth be- ' 


fore the minds of my hearers in the plainest 
manner I possibly could. I also preached at 
Kilkee and at Rahinisky repeatedly since my 
last, 60 miles north-west from Limerick, in 
the county of Clare. The poor and long 
neglected protestants at Rahinisky are truly 
grateful to the Baptist Irish Society. 1 sup- 
plied them with Bibles, Testaments, and 
Tracts, in Irish and English; and preachcd 
D 
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the life and light-giving gospel to them, with, 
so far as I could judge, great acceptance and 
apparent success. They have since sent to 
beg of me to come back, as soon as possible, 
to preach to them. There is a prosperous 
school under our society at Clarefield, for 
children, and a great many of the adults as- 
semble at night for the purpose of reading 
and conversing of the Irish Scriptures. I 
desired John Nash to meet them, and have a 
night school. There is a stop put to popish 
proselytism in that part. I also directed 
Nash’s son-in-law, a school-master and Sab- 
bath reader, to have a night school about four 
miles from that place, near Kilrush. The 
first night he commenced, I understand he 
had thirty adults reading the Trish Scriptures 
with the greatest avidity. I was fifty Eng- 
lish miles east from Limerick last week, and 
preached at Birr, Burrisskane, and Clough-Jor- 
dan, and expounded the Scriptures im several 
other places, and inspected the schools, which 
I am happy to say are doing well. George 
Connors, who was a most dark, determined, 
and bigotted papist when I first went to 
preach at Camas, but was at length prevailed 
on to hear me, has died since my last, rejoic- 
ing in the Saviour. Since his conversion he 
proved himself a pious and decided man; he 
continued faithful unto death, and has, I 
hope, received a crown of life. John Welsh 
has also died since my last. I had doubts 
concerning him since he left popery, but they 
were, Ihope, groundless, as he died renounc- 
ing his former errors, protessedly ‘ looking 
unto Jesus.” 

W. Tuomas. 


This letter is from Mr. Stephen Ryan, 
who gives some particulars of the death 


. n . 
of George Connors, mentioned by Mr. 


Thomas. Mr. Ryan has since come to 


London, for the purpose of reading the 
Irish Scriptures, and preaching in the [rish 
language, * 
Limerich, 12th November, 1830. 
Rey. Sir, 


In my last, I said I expected the death of 
one of the readers in the count Y» as near at 
hand, (Imeant George Connors). My antici- 
pations have been realized ; he has departed 

*Mr. Ryan preaches in the Meeting- 
house in Nightingale-lane, Ratcliff Highway, 
and in the Christian Instruction Society’s 
School-room, Grayel-lane, Southwark. Per- 
sons inclined to give Support to this under- 
taking, are requested to send their Donations 
or Subscriptions to the Rey. Mr, Stodhart, 
Pell-street; the Rey. Wm. She 


nstone,, Bed- 
ford-square Fast; Mr. William Bowser, 
Parson-street, in the Borough of Southwark. 
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I trust, depending on Christ the Lord, en- 
tirely trusting and committing his spirit to 
him, as a true and all-sufficient Saviour, and 
to God, through him, as to a faithful Creator, 
renouncing every other name, and fully ap- 
proving that inspired saying of one of old, 
“ Cursed be the man who trusteth in man, &c.” 

I visited him the evening previous to his de- 
parture, he told me his life was nearly at an 
end. I endeavoured to speak comfortable 
words to him; and repeated and read to him 
many great and precious promises, in which 
he acquiesced and much rejoiced. I met his 
brother in about an hour after his death, and 
he told me that his brother had died with up- 
lifted eyes and arms, calling on Jesus: and I 
remember the earnest and expressive look and 
tone with which he thanked God; and 
prayed for a blessing to remain on me, when 
I told him the Lord has deigned to become a 
father to the fatherless, &e. 

Another, who only had heard occasionally, 
was afflicted with dropsy. I with many 
others, entertained no idea of his not calling 
for the Popish Priest. But how agreeably 
were we disappointed, to find that the Sword 
of the Spirit, the Word of God, had been to 
him that seed fallen in good ground; that 
though the Priest frequently sent him wine, 
&e. a very unusual thing, he died professing 
Jesus crucified to be the Lord and Giver of 
life, and calling on him as the High Priest, 
and committing himself unreservedly to him. 
He refused to have the Priest to anoint him. 
Thus, you see, Sir, that though the labours 
of the Baptist Irish Society have been at- 
tempted to be retarded here, they are not in 
vain ; that they are the humble instruments, 
in the hand of God, of bringing many souls to 
glory, and of daily, as it were, plucking a 
brand from the burning. 

T am enabled, by Jesus, who is the perfect 
strength of my weakness, to go on with my 
humble labours. I have had numberless 
questions put tome by the gainsayers, which, I 
hope, I answered according to the Oracles of 
God. . 

Thave had various important discussions 
with Roman Catholics, and I sincerely 
and trust, I was enabled to shew the ‘reason 
of the hope that is in me, with meekness, 
fear, and Christian forbearance, 

I think it useless to detail these discussions, 
as they are of no real interest, any more than 
to shew the spirit of enquiry and opposition 
that still exist in the country. But let me 
remark, that if every well-wisher’s mind were 
as well acquainted with what the society’s 
circumstances and affairs in this country were 
ten years ago, when I first became a servant 
of theirs, and contrast that with what it now 
is, they would find their 
pectations surpassed ; 
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with one voice, “ The Lord has done great 
‘things for us, (or, rather through us), and 
Holy is his name.” And there needs be no 
‘more stimulous to future exertion, for every 
one would renew and redouble his labours. 
May Jesus continue to water with his spirit 
the seed of his word, though sowed in weak- 
ness and fear, and much trembling. Amen. 
Iam, Rev. Sir, yours, &c. &e. 
SrepHen Ryan. 
To Rev. W. Thomas. 


From a Scripture Reader. 
Limerick, November the 17th, 1830. 
Rev. Sir, 

Two days after you received my last letter, 
I proceeded to Briensbridge and Mountpelier 
Schools. The day was severely wet, which 
made me think that there would be but a small 
attendance. On arriving there I was much 
delighted to find in the male school 83 
children, in the female 30 children; they 
gave me great satisfaction during inspection. 
When I returned, I went to Camass, where I 
read the Word of God to a considerable 
number of Roman Catholics: they heard with 
marked delight, while I endeavoured to ex- 
plain the 24th and 25th verses of the 2d 
chapter of first Peter, “ Who his own self 
bare our sins in his own body on the tree, 
&c.” One circumstance has occurred last 
month, which shews that the labours of the 
Irish Baptist Society are not in vain in the 
Lord. When first the Rev. Wm. Thomas 
proclaimed the Gospel in this once dark and 
dreadful place, a poor man, named George 
Connors was led to hear him, under whose in- 
strumentality he became a lover of the Word of 
God, and a constant, hearer of it. For the 
last two years he was munch afflicted, during 
which time he showed he was not ashamed of 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, feeling 
it the power of God to his salvation. The 
Lord was pleased to call him on the 25th of 
October, when, on the following Sabbath, the 
Priest awfully declared on the altar that he 
was in the pit of hell! But, behold the 
wisdom of God in making the wrath of man 
to praise him; two Roman Catholics, who 
conversed with me for a long time on the 
subject, declared that they never would bow 
their knees again toa Priest. 1 also read the 
Word of God in Ballyshudy, to five persons ; 
the old man belonging to the house seemed to 
be much affected, and, on parting with him, 
he said he would have a welcome for me 
whenever I came that way. 

Going to a house where a female lay sick, 
1 read the Word of God and prayed; about 
thirteen persons were present; I exhorted 
them to believe in Jesus, as the only way of 
removing the fear of death. I had a long 
conversation with a man whom I reproved for 


35 


cursing ; I referred him to several passages 
of the Scriptures, which he thankfully re- 
ceived. 

T endeavoured to read the Word of Life to 
several families and individuals in Limerick, 
but, our blessed Lord declares, it is im- 
possible but that offences will come: and 
that the time cometh when whosoever killeth 
you will think that he doeth God service. 
How needful for each one of us to adopt 
the language of the apostle, and say, “ Now 
I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus 
Christ’s sake, and for the love of the Spirit, 
that ye strive together with me, in your 
prayers to God, that I may be delivered from 
them that do not believe.” 


From John Nash. 
Kilferra, 10th November, 1880. 
Rev. Srr, 

I feel desirous to inform you, that I am 
making frequent journeys among the three 
parishes, Listeen, Dunaha, and Dunbog, 
publishing the glorious power of the gospel 
of salvation to all I meet with, and to the 
families in the houses. Some of them are de- 
sirous to hear, and pay great attention, giving 
many thanks to the Lord. 

There are a number of adults, in the east 
part of the parish of Dunaha, that I visit very 
often, and who are improving well in the Irish 
Scriptures; they wish that I could abide 
with them always, and they come together 
to learn the Sacred Word from me, as often 
as I yisit them. But I must declare the 
wonderful works of the Lord Jesus, to others 
also. As there are several protestant families 
in the two parishes, Dunaha and Dunbog, 
I made a journey, this month, to them, and 
read the Word of God in the Irish language, 
to their families: they are very illiterate, 
except afew. They are glad when I go to 
see them, in consequence of hearing the Word 
of God read in their own language. Some of 
them told me, they would wish to learn the 
Irish, and were anxious that I would visit 
them often. The Ist. of November I made a 
journey toward the parish of Kilmurry. It 
is counted seven miles to the east of Kilrush. 
All the people I met in that place, are ig- 
norant of the way of life. 1 was three days 
reading the Word of Life, going from house 
to house, pointing them to the blessed Jesus 
for their salvation. Where [ lodged, there as- 
sembled several of the neighbours, and hear« 
the Sacred Word from me; they were seem- 
ingly desirous to understand, giving many 
thanks to God. I had a number of tracts and 
some Testaments, which I distributed to such 
as I found desirous to read them. I remained 
three days in the parish of Kilmurry; I read 
the blessed Word to several families there; and 
the man at whose house I lodged conducted me 
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out in the night, to read to some of his neigh~ 
bours. I was very glad to see what a change 
the hearing of the blessed Word made in them. 

I went into an old man’s house, where a 
large family were: his son had a popish book, 
inthe Irish language. I vead the 18th and 
19th chaps. of St. John, and part of the 6th 
chap. also. I beheld the old man with tears 
in his eyes, and his arms open, requesting that 
bread of life, who is inviting all that are hun- 
ery to come unto him, I taught his son to 
read the 3rd chap. of St. John, and I gave 
him a Testament. The following day I en- 
tered a house where a large family were: I 
read different chapters to them, and made se- 
veral remarks. There was a boy there who 
was lame; I was instructing him in the 3rd 
chap. of St.John, until I made him capable of 
reading the chapter: I went from thence and 
entered another house, where I read the ‘7th of 
Luke, 8th to 41st verse. I stopped that night 
within a mile of Kilrush, and several of the 
neighbours came to me; I was a long time 
reading the precious Word to them. 

The following day I went from thence, and 
read to five families, and made several remarks 
to them. It was the ninth day, I arrived home 
to my own house, I read the Holy Word, 
during my absence, to thirty-nine families. 


From a Reader. 
Rev. Sin, Kilfinnan, Oct. 14, 1830. 

On the 16th of September I was travelling 
near Limerick; and a number of people going 
to the races at Newcastle, near the afore- 
mentioned city, some of them demanded why 
I was not going to the races. I answered, if 
they knew the race I was running, and the 
prize to be gained, they might perhaps change 
their course, and endeavour to be partakers of 
the unbounded treasure. 

About thirty persons were present ; and as 
the people were coming on, many of them 
joined with us. We sat down on the road 
side; Itook the Irish Testament, and read the 
sixteenth of Luke, remarking to them, how 
the rich man commended the unjust steward 
for making friends for himself of the mammoa 
of unrighteousness, because it was wisely done, 
according to the flesh. It is the same with 
the children of light ; God commends them 
for believing in the Lord Jesus @hrist cru- 
cified; for his righteousness is freely im- 
puted unto all, and is upon all those that 
have a living faith in him, which makes 
them acceptable with God, and gains for 
them an unlimited treasure, that is, the 
mansions of glory, for everlasting habitations. 
I then told them I was a member of the 
Baptist Society, and was supported by them, 
to disseminate scriptural instruction. The 
people, with one accord, prayed for the 
welfare of the society, and wished me good 
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In coming 
through Bruff, a man named Ned M. called 
me reproachful names, and cursed me desper- 
ately. In return, I took off my hat, and 
prayed for his present and eternal welfare. 

At Mz. C.’s house, Kilfmnan, I read the 
Scriptures at intervals, and they seemed to 
be comforted by the doctrines of truth. 

At James C.’s house, Thomas-town, I often 
read the Words of Eternal Life. Several 
persons attend there, and shewed many marks 
of spiritual feelings and brotherly love. 

When first I was appointed in this district, 
as a Scripture reader, I was daily attacked by 
carnal-minded persons, who said they were 
commanded by popish bulls. Oh! what 
cruel enemies to contend with! But God 
omnipotent has quelled a great share of their 
fury; for through the instrumentality of 
reading the Divine Records to them, the light 
of truth appears to be influencing some of 
their hearts, and the sable shades of delusion 
seem to be vanishing. Nine persons have 
begged and received Testaments from me ; 
and five more of the Sacred Volumes are re- 
quired at present. ‘ 

COLLECTIONS. 
By the Rev. S. Davis. 
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CALCUTTA. 


The Ninth Report of the Bap- 
tist Female School Society, con- 
ducted by our brethren in this 
city, has just. been received; and 
we readily transfer to our pages the 
principal parts of it for the infor. 
mation of those of our readers 
who are especially interested in 
the labour of love that society is 
engaged in promoting. 


Pursuing the order observed in former re- 
ports of the society, the committee begin 
their notice of the different schools with the 
one called the Juvenile. This, both for age 
and character, has always been entitled to 
stand at the head of the list. As the honour 
of introducing native female education into 
India has been publicly and justly awarded to 
the founders of this society, it may not be 
uninteresting to its friends to be informed, 
that, with the establishment of this school in 
April 1820, commenced its attempts for the 
promotion of this invaluable object. It is 
also not a little remarkable, that as it was 
the first, so it has been the most , prosperous 
of all the schools connected with this, society. 
Respecting its character during the past year, 


the superintendent states—“ The progress, of 
the children is very encouraging. I have 
much pleasure, in general, in my visits to 
this school.” The number of scholars here 
is about eighteen. 

2. The Newbury Port School. This 
school, not having prospered so well as could 
be wished in its former site, has been re- 
moved to a situation nearer Calcutta. It 
was opened the second time with a fair pros- 
pect of suecess, but the hopes cherished re- 
specting it have not been fully realized. 

lactuations of this nature, however, it 
should be remembered, commonly attcud the 
establishment of a school, and especially in 
situations. where the instruction of females js 
a novelty, as is the case with regard to the 
neighbourhood of this school. By persever- 
ing attention, therefore, it will probably rally 
again. About sixteen children are attached 
to this seminary. 

3. The Salem School..— The Report 
given by the superintendent, of the capacities, 
diligence, and attainments of the children of 
this school, who are about seventeen in num- 
ber, is altogether of a pleasing nature. The 
first class contains three girls, who have read 
and committed to memory a considerable 
portion of grammar and geography, together 
with several catechisms, hymns, and psalms. 
In the-lower classes the children have been 
equally diligent. It is matter of regret that 
one little girl, who had made great progress, 
died a few weeks ago; and that several 
others, who had heen a considerable time 
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under instruction, left the school a short time 
since. 

4. The Newcastle School.—In conse~ 
quence of the departure from Calcutta of the 
friends on whose premises the school-room 
formerly stood, it has been found necessary 
to remove it to a short distance from its 
former situation: this change, however, has 
not, as was feared, proved injurious. It still 
continues to prosper. The attendance of the 
children is numerous, being about 40; and 
the master manifests an evident desire to 
bring his pupils forward: consequently, se- 
veral of them are able to read tolerably well, 
and have learnt by heart a considerable num- 
ber of hymns and large portions of two or 
three catechisms. In writing and sewing, 
also, some attainments have been made. Of 
her visits to this school, the superintendent 
writes thus pleasingly :—‘ The children are 
much delighted when I visit them, and often 
come running along the lane to meet me, 
with their little brothers or sisters in their 
arms; and when I have examined them, 
anxiously inquire if I am pleased with what 
they have repeated. Their parents, too, 
seem equally gratified by my visits, and their 
children’s progress.” 

5. The New York School.—This school 
having been in a very declining state for 
some time past, the superintendent felt it to 
be her duty, at the end of the year, to close 
it altogether. The principal cause of its 
failure was the neglect of the master ; and as 
he possessed a good deal of influence over the 
parents of the children who attended the 
school, and also over the people in the neigh- 
bourhood, it did not seem expedient to put 
another person in his place, as in all proba~ 
bility he would not have succeeded in improy- 
ing the condition of the school. It affords 
some small satisfaction to state, that a few of 
the children of this school, since the closing 
of it, have attended the Cardiff school. The 
name of this school will be transferred to the 
Salem school, as the friends in America, who 
formerly supported this latter institution, 
have recently withdrawn their aid, in order 
to give it to efforts in immediate connexion 
with their own Missionary Society. 

6. The Birmingham School. — This 
school, which was established last year, has, 
during the present, gradually improved, both 
as it regards the attendance of the children, 
and their progress in learning. The master 
is also attentive to his duties. For some 
time after the commencement of the school, 
the children evinced a good deal of refractori- 
ness, and want of interest in this new em- 
ployment; hence, it required not a little 
patience to deal with them, and bear with 
their ill manners: the report of progress, 
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therefore, among these little semi-harbarians, 
must excite gratification. The number of 
scholars is about 26. 

7. The Cardiff School.—This school is 
nearly in the same condition with that last 
described. It contains fourteen children. 

8. A very commodious and _ excellent 
school-room hes, within a few months past, 
been erected near the residence of Mrs. Yates, 
in Entally ; children have also been collected, 
and a suitable female engaged as teacher. 
As the school will enjoy the advantage of the 
constant oversight of the above mentioned 
lady, it is hoped that another year will enable 
the committee to give an encouraging account 
of it. 

9. The Maze Pond School.—The mas- 
ter of this school is diligent and attentive to 
his duties, and has brought the children on 
in their learning in a pleasing manner. He 
has also obtained children of a better class 
than were formerly in the school: so that its 
present aspect is much more encouraging than 
that which it bore in some previous years. 
It contains fifteen scholars. 

10. The Whitchurch School. — This 
school is, on the whole, in a prosperous con- 
dition, and is subject to little fluctuation. 
The number of children in attendance is fre- 
quently above thirty ; the attainments of some 
of the oldest scholars are very creditable to 
them: they not only read the gospels with 
fluency, but, on being interrogated, are able to 
give a pleasing account of the lesson they may 
have read. The girl most advanced assists 
in instructing the children of the lower 
classes. 

11. The Glasgow School.—A very ma- 
terial improvement in the condition of this 
school has taken place during the past year. 
This is principally to be ascribed to the ap- 
pointment of a new master, the former one 
having become exceedingly negligent. Be- 
sides a good number of children, the school 
now contains six adults, who attend regularly, 
and by their diligence evince a very pleasing 
desire to learn to read. Including these 
women, the number of scholars is about 
thirty. 

12. The Boston School.—The character 
of this school is not at present of a very gra- 
tifying nature. Among other things which 
have impeded its progress, it has been subject 
to the depredations of an unprincipled sircar, 
(formerly in the service of the society,) who, 
for the sake of gain, has enticed away several 
of the scholars, and taken them to a school 
at Bagh Bazar. Other schools have also 
suffered from the st#me individual. This ne- 
farious practice has at length been prevented, 
although it is to be regretted that the children 


taken away at first have not been restored. 
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Some of the children in this school have made 
tolerable progress, and one little girl in par- 
ticular, the daughter of a respectable Mussel- 
man, has learnt to read fluently with almost 
unprecedented quickness. The number of 
scholars is sixteen. 

13. The Broadmead School.—The con- 
dition of this school is pretty good. The 
children in connexion with it are about 30, 
and are gradually making progress. As 
some of the scholars are of long standing in 
the school, they have advanced considerably, 
and consequently, beside other lessons, are 
engaged in committing to memory portions of 
grammar and geography. 

14. The Philadelphia School.—In con- 
sequence of the unpropitious condition of this 
school, its teacher was changed, and other 
measures adopted to improve it; but at pre- 
sent little or nothing can be said of its pro- 
gress. It contains twelve children. 

15. The Nailsworth School.—The pros- 
perity of this school also has been much re- 
tarded by the very long illness of the master. 
His place indeed was supplied by another per- 
son, but as his appointment was only tempo- 
rary, he sought the interest of the school in a 
very indifferent manner. Since the recovery 
of the master, the state of the school has im- 
proved, and it is now going on pretty well. 
About sixteen children attend here. 

16. The Monmouthshire School.—The 
master of this school having become very in- 
firm, and incapable of attending to his duties 
in a proper manner, he was some time since 
discharged, and his work committed to an- 
other ; the old man consequently exerted his 
influence to oppose the efforts of his successor, 
and. succeeded in deterring several of the best 
scholars from attending the school. This op- 
position, however, after some time subsided, 
and the children, one after another, returned 
and filled up their places as formerly. This 
sad interruption has of course thrown the 
scholars back in their learning, and reduced 
the school to a secondary character among 
these little seminaries. It contains at present 
twenty children. 

17. The Boardman and Farwell School. 
—This school, containing sixteen children, 
has, in general, been free from interruption 
throughout the year, and is therefore in a 
progressive state. As its establishment is 
comparatively recent, none of its scholars are 
very far advanced ; still the attention of the 
master and the diligence of the children are 
such as to afford the superintendent a good 
deal of pleasure in her visit to this school. 

18. A new school, called the Batcheller’s 
School, has recently been established at Sulkea, 
under the care of Mrs. Thomas. The short 
period, however, that has elapsed since its 
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formation, prevents any thing more being 
said respecting it, than that it has been 
opened with considerable prospect of success. 

The following schools are. situated at 
Cutwa, and are under the care of Mrs. W. 
Carey. 

19. The Liverpool School.—The num- 
ber of children in daily attendance in this 
school is considerable, sometimes nearly 
forty; and their progress, generally, is of a 
pleasing character. Several of the most for- 
ward girls of the first class have recently left, 
in consequence of having been married. 

20. The Reading School.—The attend- 
ance in this school is equally encouraging 
with that of the former, and the improve- 
ment of the children is of a similar character. 
Two young women are particularly men- 
tioned by the superintendent as having at- 
tended from the commencement of the school, 
and all along evinced a great desire to learn. 
She adds—* If they continue some time 
longer, they will be able to teach a school 
themselves.” 

21. The Oxford School.—In the former 
part of the year, this school was in a very 
flourishing condition, and had more than 
forty children in regular attendance; but 
latterly it has somewhat declined, in conse- 
quence of the negligence of the sircar during 
the absence of the superimtendent while on a 
visit to Calcutta; her return, however, will 
no doubt soon restore it to its former gratify- 
ing state. 

22. The Deakin School.—Although this 
school is not so strong in point ef numbers as 
the other Cutwa schools, yet the report given 
of the attainments of the scholars is very 
creditable to them. The girls of the first 
class are said to be able to read any common 
book, and to write a good hand. The re- 
maining classes are going on proportionately 
well. 

With respect to the progress of the children 
under instruction, in the society’s schools, the 
committee feel it is but just to acknowledge 
that it has not been so good as in some for- 
mer years. This deficiency is, however, 
chiefly to be ascribed to the interruptions 
which most of the superintendents have expe- 
rienced in the discharge of their duties, by 
severe personal illness or domestic afflictions. 
But as such interruptions are common to 
every pursuit oflife, they ought not, although 
impeding exertion for a time, to be considered 
as serious discouragements. 

The committee beg here to refer to a sub- 
ject which has been mentioned in the last two 
reports of the society. In them they ex- 
pressed a wish to be permitted, as occasion 
might require, to dispense with the custom of 
calling schools after the names of particular 
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persons or places; but no communications 
objecting to the plan haying come to hand, it 
is presumed, that the proposal has met with 
the approbation of some, at least, of the 
friends more particularly concerned. When 
it shall plainly appear, therefore, that a ra- 
dical and permanent improvement in the 
system of instruction at present pursued in 
the schools, can be secured by such a step, 
the committee feel persuaded that their gene- 
rous patrons will sanction their partially 
adopting it. 

Before closing this report, the committee 
cannot but advert, with feelings of devout 
gratitude to God, to an event which at the 
commencement of the present year so pre- 
eminently distinguished the administration of 
the illustrious Governor of this vast empire,— 
an event which has for ever, we trust, ex— 
tinguished the murderous flaming pile in this 
Presidency, and annihilated a custom that in 
the course of ages has consigned millions of 
oppressed and deluded females to an untimely 
and excruciating death. 

This glorious act of the Supreme Govern- 
ment, the committee feel, bears a very pro- 
pitious aspect on the important object before 
them. So long indeed as women were not 
considered sufficiently valuable to be with- 
held from destruction, it is not wonderful that 
the cultivation of their minds should have been 
held altogether unworthy of attention. But 
now, that it has been decreed that women are 
worthy of preservation,—now, that it has 
been universally proclaimed by the Govern- 
ment that they are a valuable part of the com- 
munity,—it may confidently be expected that 
Hindoo females will soon he regarded by the 
other sex with feelings very different to what 
have hitherto been prevalent, and experience 
treatment as respectful, kind, and elevating, 
as that which is past was contemptuous, 
cruel, and degrading. But as there can be 
no real elevation apart from the cultivation of 
the mind, the education of the female sex will 
of course follow, should popular feeling change 
for the better, as above anticipated. With 
these prospects in view, the committee would 
stimulate themselves and the friends of the 
society to persevering and vigorous exertion ; 
and close their report by humbly commending 
the institution, and the objects of its care, to 
the effectual blessmg of Almighty God. 


From the appendix to the Re- 
port we extract the following 
letter from a Native Gentleman, 
respecting books for his wife and 


daughters, which affords convinc- 
ing evidence of the fact, that preju. 


Missionary Herald. 


dice against the education of 
females is sensibly on the decline. 


My Dear Sir, 

As I know you take a lively interest in the 
education and intellectual improvement of the 
female members of the Hindoo community, I 
firmly believe it will afford you much real satis- 
faction to learn of the progress which my wife 
has made inreading and writing. Ihave taught 
her the principles of our vernacular tongue, 
so that she is now not only capable of reading 
and comprehending any works in the Bengalee 
language, but cam compose letters on all 
ordinary subjects, and eyen make out, with 
tolerable accuracy, simple verses in Sanserit : 
but she is now at a great stand for want of 
proper books, which, to my infinite regret, 
are not to be met with in the native presses, 
notwithstanding the great variety of them 
now established in this metropolis. It is true 
a considerable number of works have been 
published by these presses, but then they are 
so replete with superstition and irrational 
ideas of things, that their perusal would, in 
my opinion, instead of enlightening the un- 
derstanding, and instructing the judgment 
(which are the chief objects of reading), just 
tend to fill the mind with ignorance and 
bigotry. I have, therefore, restricted her 
from touching these, and at length, upon 
meditation, am led to entertain hopes that 
you might, perhaps, be able to supply her 
with an abundant number of interesting and 
instructive works, published by the School 
Book Society ; and may I, therefore, request 
your kind attention to the matter. Irecollect 
our lamented and departed friend Edward 
Sheffield Montagu, while that good man was 
in charge of the society’s library, furnished 
me, for distribution, a number of useful tracts, 
historical, moral, and literary: but I now 
forget their titles, so many years ago; nor is 
it necessary I should remember them, since I 
can safely trust to your judgment the selection 
of the books, from the confidence I have in 
your knowledge of our language. I must 
likewise request of you to send the Elementary 
Tables in the Bengalee language for my 
daughters, who have began to learn under the 
tuition of their good mother. What a grati- 
fying and glorious spectacle it is to behold 
my country-women, who haye been kept in 
gross ignorance, now breaking through it, and 
most eagerly seeking after mental cultivation ! 
The prices of the books which you would 
kindly send for my wife and daughters, would 
be most cheerfully and readily paid by me. 

Accept my best thanks for the pamphlet * 
which you so kindly sent me the other day. 
by our good moonshee, I wish it had been 


* Peggs’s ‘ Ghaut Murders.” 
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accompanied by a translation, or that 1 was in 
health todo it myself. As it is, depend upon 
it I will make the best use of it Ican possibly 
do. Isincerely pray to that Great, Sublime, 
and Eternal Being, the Father of all, that 
the eruel practices therein dwelt upon may 
be entirely eradicated from his earth. My 
unrelenting and eternal asthma is getting 
more and more tormenting every day, but I 
am suffering its cruel torments with fortitude 
and resignation. I hope yourself and the 
good Mrs. P———— are in the enjoyment of 
perfect health; and remain, with best respects 
and regard, my dear sir, your’s most faith- 
fally. 


The following extract from the 
Ninth Report of the Lall-Bazar 
Auxiliary Missionary Society, will 
convey an idea of the difficulties 
with which the native converts in 
the neighbourhood of Calcutta 
have had to encounter. 


Tt is still found true, as in former times, 
that those who will live godly in Christ Jesus 
must suffer persecution. The native converts 
have had, and still have, a sufficient share of 
persecution to convince them, that it is 
through much tribulation that they must 
enter the kingdom. Many of these poor men 
have at different times been fined and im- 
prisoned under false charges, and some of 
them have even lost their crops. It was not 
long since that two of them, after attending 
divine worship at the Lall-Bazar on the sab- 
bath, were, on their way home in the even- 
ing, apprehended under a false charge, as 
there is every reason to believe, for debt. 
They are in prison still. They have been 
visited there; but as no visitor can gain ad- 
mittance even into the prison yard, nothing 
more could be done than to exchange a few 
words with them, through the fence which 
surrounds their place of confinement ; they, 
however, appeared with pleasant countenances, 
and without any of those marks of dejection 
which might have been expected. The old 
man (they are father and son) appeared with 
his hymn-book in his hand, just as when he 
left the chapel. Two other books were given 
them, and a small sum to enable them to pro- 
cure a few necessaries, of which they were in 
great want. An assurance was then given 
them that every thing possible would be done 
to procure their liberation, and they were 
exhorted to suffer with patience, and to stand 
fast in their profession. While these poor 
men have been in prison, their crops, to 
which they look as the means of support to 
themselves and families, have suffered very 
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much. A friend has afforded their families 
some pecuniary assistance, that persons might 
be hired to cut the rice for them 3 but, owing 
to the difficulty of procuring labourers, very 
little of it has been cut. All the villages 
connected with this society are under the ju- 
risdiction of Mr. Master, the judge and ma- 
gistrate of the suburbs of Calcutta; and that 
gentleman, there is every reason to believe, 
has done his utmost to secure the Christians 
from injury; but bribes and perjury, it is 
feared, prevail to so great an extent as to be 
sufficient often to render abortive the best 
intentions of the magistrate. It appears, that 
there is a regularly organized opposition to 
the native Christians on the part of the ze- 
mindars and others, who spare neither money 
nor labour to annoy them, and, if possible, to 
compel them by continual vexation to leave 
their villages. So numerous are the charges 
brought against the Christians by these un- 
principled men, that it has been found neces- 
sary to incur the expense of retaining a native 
attorney to assist them in their difficulties. 


MONGHYR. 


Extracts of Letters from Mr. 
Leslie to the Secretary, dated 
April 29, and July 12, 1829. 


Tam nearly a month beyond the proper 
time at which I should have written; but as 
I have nothing particular to say, the delay is 
of no consequence. I think I mentioned in 
my last letter, having been visited by a Hindoo, 
who seemed to be under the teachings of the 
Spirit of God. Thisman has since then re- 
nounced his caste and solicited baptism. To his 
solicitation I have not yet yielded; not being 
satisfied of his fitness for the ordinance. I 
know nothing defective in his character ; his 
knowledge is as great, if not greater, than I 
could have expected: but he does not yet seem 
to be fully acquainted or impressed with the 
evil of his own heart; and until this is the 
case, he cannot sufficiently prize the Saviour. 
He is, however, very hopeful: and I trust 
will be found a man of sincerity. 

Mrs. Chamberlain and her daughter have 
a native female school. The progress that 
has been made is truly wonderful. I have 
not been able to see the school; for such is 
the constitution of society in India, that no 
male can do any good amongst the females. 
Were I to visit the school, the females would, 
in all probability, depart. Hence the great 
necessity for female missionaries in India. 

My visits to the villages have been frequent ; 
and although there are no instances of decided 
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adherence to the gospel, yet the disposition 
_of the people is highly encouraging. 

In the month of February last, I sent off 
three of the native christians to a large annual 
fair, held about a hundred miles from this. 
Their report was of the most interesting kind. 
By many of the people they were almost dei- 
fied. Thousands listened to their word, and 
received tracts and gospels from their hands. 
At the place where they took their stand, 
great quantities of small coin were thrown 
down to them, as offerings of respect and gra- 
titude. These were gathered up and brought 
to me, but I refused to accept of them. See 
the honesty of the native Christians. 

The gospel is widely spreading around us. 
Since the erection of my native place of wor- 
ship, it is almost incredible how far the name 


of Christ has become known. The people 
from villages to the extent of three days jour- 
ney have heard the gospel: and in one dis- 
trict, I have heard that Christianity has been 
the occasion of much conversation, 

All this is certainly encouraging. Surely 
I ought tobe grateful: and particularly when, 
amidst these appearances, nothing of a dis- 
tressing kind has occurred. 


The European Church at Dinapore pros- 
pers astonishingly. Mr. Moore lately visited 
them, and baptized five persons. There are 
five more to be baptized. I hope to visit them 
in June next, when I intend, if possible, to set- 
tle Pyebah again in Patna. Monghyr does not 
agree with his health. A gentleman in Patna 
has promised to countenance him, and further 
him in his missionary work. Indeed, he is 
anxious to have him, and will provide him 
with means to establish schools; but I will 
write you more on this head. Iam sure you 
will approve of my steps. 


A short time since I received some magazines 
up to September, 1829: witha few precious 
little volumes, published by the Tract Society. 
Shaw’s Emmanuel is one of the sweetest 
books I ever read: and old John Bradford’s | 
volume is one of holy love. In republishing 
these old works, the Tract Society is doing a | 
seryice to religion that is incalculable, We 
shall be brought back again to the feelings, the 
sentiments, and the devotedconduct, of the 
age of Howe, Baxter, Flavel, &c. Iam not 
so fond of Boston’s book (Fourfeld State); 
it is good, very good: but it has not so much 
of love in it as the others. Now, do you 
know, that nothing so much affects and pu- 
rifies my mind as the love of God in Christ 
Jesus. I have learned lately, and but lately, 
to confine myself more than I ever did to the ! 
love of our Divine Master, Jesus Christ; . 
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and to dwell more upon his glorious gift, the 
Blessed Spirit. For this, I trust, we in Mon- 
ghyr have now begun to pray in right earnest, 
particularly the poorer part of our pious peo- 
ple. I have been doing what I; can to stir 
them up; and I think they have been stirred. 

From the district I mentioned formerly, we 
continue to haye visitors, who report to us 
the talking which the gospel has occasioned 
among the people. If spared till the cold 
season I will endeavour to visit them; but at 
present, the country being deluged by the 
rains, it would be impossible to go. 

Sometime ago I was very unwell. The 
heat drove away sleep from my eyes: I have 
spent whole nights without obtaining one 
moment’s rest. Insad contrast with the heat, 
a violent cold settled on my chest, and I had 
become much broken ; but my voyage on the 
river has quite restored me. 


BURMAH, 


The following pleasing epitome 
of the present state and prospects 
of the mission in this empire, con- 
ducted by our American brethren, 
has been kindly sent us by the 
Rev. Dr. Bolles, the Secretary of 
that Society :— 


‘The intelligence from Burmah, as you 
have doubtless perceived, is of a truly en- 
couraging character. At Maulmein, Ran- 
goon, and Tavoy, about 80 heathen converts, 
and 10 British soldiers, have been received to 
Christian fellowship within two years from 
the last dates, and the attention of inquirers 
but little abated. This has occurred amidst 
many disadvantages. They had no presses in 
operation, and a very inadequate supply of 
labourers. It has given us great satisfaction 
to be able this season to send out three mis- 
sionaries and their wives, to strengthen the 
stations that already exist, or form new ones, 
if deemed expedient by the brethren. We 
have also a family about to sail for Africa, 
to occupy the post in Liberia vacated by the 
death of the Rev. Calvin Holton. 

In this country, adds the Doctor, the 
general interests of religion are in rather a 
prosperous state; though while the friends of 
Christ take a more open and united stand in 
support of truth, the subjects of infidelity 
assume a bolder and more determined aspect. 

The Columbian College is likely to rise 
from its depression, and become an important 
and useful institution. The other colleges 
under our charge are doing well, and are 
under a healthful religious influence. 


East InpIEs..... 


West InpIes 


Soutu AFRICA.. 


AMERICA — 


Contributions 


-.-Rev. Jas. 


List OF FOREIGN 


Rey. G. Bruckner 
George Pearce 
W. H. Pearce 
Andrew Leslie 
Mrs. Wright - - 
Coultart 
Ditto - 
Ditto - 
Mrs. Coultart - - 
Rey. Joseph Burton 
Ditto 
Edwd. Baylis 
Jas. Flood - 
Saml. Nichols 
H. C. Taylor 
Ditto - 
John Clarke 


Thos. Burchell 


Ditto - 
Wm. Knibb 
.Rey. W. Miller - 


LETTERS LATELY 


.Messrs. Alexander & Co. 


Messrs. Nelson & others 


-Rey. Dr. Bolles - 
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Calcutta - - 
Serampore - 
Chitpore -  - 
Calcutta - - 
Monghyr_ - 
Agra - - - 
Kingston - = 
Ditto - - 
Mount Charles 
Ditto - - 
Kingston -  - 
Port Royal - 
Port Maria — 
Anelta Bay - 
St. Ann’s) - 
Old Harbour - 
Ditto - 
Kingston - 
Montego Bay - 
Dittos=wi= 
Falmouth - 


Graham’s Town -Aug. 18, 


Ditto - 
Boston = "= 


received on account of the 


RECEIVED, 


-July as 1830. 
-Aug. 12, 1830. 
-June 26, 1830, 
-July 2, 1830. 
-April 29, 1830. 
-June 1, 1830. 
-Oct. 5, 1830. 


-Oct. 10, 11, 1830. 


-Oct. 28, 1830. 
-Oct. 29, 1830. 
-Oct. 13, 1830. 
-Noy. 2, 1830. 
-Sept. 29, 1830. 
-Oct. 6, 1830. 
-Oct. 9, 1830. 
-Oct. 7, 1830. 
-Oct. 29, 1830. 
-Oct. 11, 1830. 
-Sept. 8, 1830. 
-Oct. 28, 1830. 
-Oct. 26, 1830. 
1830. 
-Aug. 30, 1830. 
-Sept. 21, 1830. 


Baptist Missionary 


Society, from November 20 to December 30, 1830, not including 


individual 


Subscriptions. 


Buchan Bible Society (for Translations) by Mr. Boulton, Treasurer 


Keppel Street Auxiliary, by John Marshall, Bet 


Kislingbury, by Rev. T. W. Wake 


Oxford, by Saml. Collingwood, Esq. for Calentta Bamate Schon - A. 7 
Spanish Town Ditto - - 11 19 


East Lothian Society, by Mr. Hunter 


Walworth, 4 Collection at Rev. Geo. Clayton’s 


Bromyard, Collected by Miss Hopkins 
Wimborne, Collection and Subscriptions by Rey. ‘Sino. here - - 


Exeter, Sundries, by Mr. Wm. Mexey - 


Leeds, by Rev. Ji 


as. Acworth 


United Monthly Rene: Mpegs, 

Subscriptions- - 

Legacy of the late M. Thaeksey. ee (l less duty z <r 
Ladies, for Female Education, 3 - 


Derby, &c. by Rev. W. Hawkins 


Derby - - 


Burton on Trent - - eri hate 
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Sundries, by Rev. Enstace Carey— 

Nowarke Wr in Roos BS em oe a eS es ea 

Sattonon Trent =- - .- = - + - - = = © « = = Tl 8 6 

Collingham - - - - = = = = = = = = = = -21 0 8 

Boston’ = =the 4 ee ES we 6 Beers e206 ate 

Spalding - - - - - - - - = - = =» = - - - 5:12 0 

Bixtohin ek wie ww NR ee Ae RR, ERED 67 0 

Harlowe- - 9 -) ~* ~ Se & we oe ee See a 24 11 6 

Potter Strect- 7 '.-.- ; - ye Me. 6) SS Se 8 0270 

———- 115. 1 

Legacy of Mr. Robert Westley, by John Wallis, Esq. (Duty paid)- - - - 50 0 0 
Newbury, Collection and Subscriptions, by Rev. Thos. Welsh - - - - 48 19 3 
Ross, collected by Mrs. Lewis, for Female Education - - - - - - - 3 0 0 
Monmouthshire, Ladies Society, by Mrs. Conway, for Female Education - - 30 0 O 
Omicron, by the Secretary, Don. - - - -" - - =~ = = A ex Orr Pe 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A box from Norwich has been received to be forwarded to Mr. Philippo, which shall be 
sent whenever a suitable opportunity occurs. 


It is proper to state that no articles of a perishable nature should be forwarded to our 
Missionaries abroad, and that as, with very few exceptions, every package occasions an expensé 
to the Society, for freight and shipping charges, nothing should be sent that will not justify 
that expense. 

R. G. L, is respectfully informed that the Editor is unable to comply with his request. 


A quantity of small Strayv Bonnets, from Female Friends at Dunstable: a parcel contain- 
ing Pincushions, &c. from@ypung Ladies by Miss Ash, Bristol; and a parcel containing 
Magazines, Reports, &c. from an Anonymous Friend, have been received at the Mission House. 


At the request of an esteemed friend, we re-insert a list of those articles which are proper 
to be sent to Calcutta, to be disposed of in that city, for the benefit of the Female Schools. 


Sketch-Books for copying. Tape-work. 
Small ivory emery pincushions. Dressed dolls, (not of wax,) English or 
Card racks, reticules, charades, and Dutch white willow for bonnets. 
screens. Plain white worsted knit cravats (any 
Painted velvet bags. thing of silk or worsted sells high in Caleutta.;) 
with gilt clasps. Little (tidy) baskets lined with satin, and 
ork done in bobbin net, such as babies’ purses. 
caps and collars. Pincushions, especially those filled with 
Infants’ coloured worsted shoes, and little bran, are the least advisable to send, on account 
lambs’ wool socks. of their being such a temptation to vermin, 
Children’s frocks, made of pretty stuff, which often occasion the destruction of more 
bombazin, or lustre, and little pelisses. valuable articles. 


Just published, ‘News from Afar, or Missionary Varieties :” fourth edition. “Embellished 
with a profile of a Hindoo Native Preacher, and thivtyesix Engravings on Wood. 


acl Price ii 
boards 2s, 6d. To be had at the Mission House, 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street epi 
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